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TOY SHALL BE, IN HEAVEN, OVER ONE 
SINNFR THAT REPENTETH ; MORE 
THAN OVER NINETY AND NINE 
JUST PERSONS, WHO NEED NO |} RE- 
PENTANCk. 


EPENTANCE is one of thoſe Graces, 

without which there can be no Salvation. 
It is an eſſential Præ- requiſite to Spiritual 
Peace, on Earth; and abſolutely neceſſary, as a 
Præparative for the eternal Happineſs of Hea- 
ven, The Reaſon 1s evident: viz. becauſe 
every Man is a fallen Being. We muſt, there- 
fore, by the effectual Working of God's good 
Spirit, be made ſenſible of our Fall; or we ſhall 
never feel our Need of Redemption and Reſtora- 
tion from it, through the alone Covenant-Grace 
of Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. 

Not that either Repentance, or Faith, or any 
of their practical Fruits, are in the leaſt Reſpect 
cauſal, or conditional, or meritoriaus, of Pardon, 
Happineſs, and eternal Life. Every Grace, and 
A 3 every 
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every Good Work, are the Free Girrs of God. 
From him only, © All holy Deſires, all good 
« Counſels, and all juſt Works, do procede*,” 
He it is, who Grants us true Repentance, and 
« his Holy Spirit.” Conſequently, we cannot 
poſſibly, in the very Nature of Things, merit 
(i. e. earn) or entitle ourſelves to his Favor, by 
any Grace we exerciſe, or by any Duty we per- 
form. His Gifts lay us under infinite Obliga- 
tion to Him, inſtead of en powering us to merit 
any Thing rem Him. They do not render 
Him a Debtor to Us, but render Us unſpeakable 
and everlaſting Debtors to Him. 

Therefore, when we ſay, that no Man « can be 
ultimately ſaved, without ſuch and ſuch Qualiſica- 
tions; we do not mean, that thoſe Qualifications 
have any Influence in obtaining our Salvation 
(for inherent Grace and eternal Glory are 
ALREADY. obtained, and infallibly ſecuted to all 
God's Elect, by the Obedience and Blood of 
Chriſt) : but that thoſe Qualifications (as Faith, - 
Repentance, and Holineſs of Heart and Life) 
are eſſential Branches and indiſpenſible Evidences 
of this abſolutely free Salvation. 

The Argument may be illuſtrated thus. No 
Perſon can attain to full Maturity of Manhood, 
till he has paſſed through the intermediate 
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Stages of Infancy, Childhood, and Youth. And 
yet, it would be very abfurd, were we to ſay, 
that a State of Manhood is merited by the præ- 
vious States of Youth, Childhood, and Infancy ! 
—8o, in order to the Conſummation of our 
Recovery unto God, it. is antecedently neceſ- 
ſary, that we believe, repent, and reſemble Chrift 
in Holinefs. Yet Faith, Penitence, and Sanc- 
tification, do not merit the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven, though we cannot reach that Kingdom 
without them. According to the eſtabliſhed 
Order of Grace, we Musr be endued with 
thoſe Spiritual Gifts, before we can receive tlie 
Gift of Glorification to crown the Whole. 
Juſt as, according to the eſtabliſhed Courſe of 
Nature, we MusT be Children, before we can be 
full-grown Men. 

In 'this only Senſe, then, it is, that tlie 
ſeveral Graces of the Bleſſed Spirit | are ſo man 
Pre-requifits to final Salvation. All the Links 
of the Golpel Chain are inſeparable : But each 
ranks in its own Order, and the Concatena- 
tion is ſtrictly regular, Inherent Grace is the 
Dawxixd of Eternal Glory: And Eternal 
Glory is the PerrecTION of Inherent Grace: 
They are Parts of one magnificent and un- 
divided Whole. Grace is. the Earneſt of 
Glory: Glory is the full Poſſeſſion of Grace. 
Grace is the Firſt- fruits: Glory, the unbounded 
Harveſt. And he that has the former, ſhall 


as certainly have the latter, | 
A & All 
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All Religions, except that of Chriſt Jeſus, 
concur to place Self-righteouſneſs, as the Ground 
or Condition of obtaining the Divine Favor. 
Paganiſm, Popery, corrupted Judaiſm, Mabometiſm, 
Arminianiſm, differ they ever ſo much in ſome 
Reſpects, moſt cordially agree in repreſenting. 
Man as an Helper, if not as a Principal, in his 
own Salvation. It is the GosPEL alone, whoſe 
Proclamation runs, By Grace [not by Grace, 
conſidered as a ſanctifying Principle commu- 
nicated to Us; but by Grace, conſidered as it 
is in GOD; viz. by his own unmerited, un- 
conditionated, ſovereign Goodneſs | are ye ſaved, 
throngh Faith, and that not of yousſelves z it is the 
Gift of God: Not of Works, leſt any Man ſhould 
Boaſt. Eph. ii. 8, 9. i 

It is this that recommends, as well as diſtin- 
ouiſhes, the Religion of our Lord; which 
had been no Goſpel, to the Loſt and to the 
Fallen, but for the unmingled Freeneſs, or abſo- 
lute Gratuitouſneſs, with which all its Blef- 
ſings are beſtowed. As Dr. Arrowſmith ſome- 

where remarks, the mediatorial Riches of 
Chriſt would have been ſo many dead Com- 
modities, if it were not for needy, undone 
&* Sinners, who take them off his Hands.” 

I remember a juſt Obſervation of good Mr. 
Hervey's: that, in the Days of our Saviar's 
Reſidence on Earth, The Levee of that 

Prince of Peace conſiſted, almoſt entirely, of 
-— 
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ce the Poor, and the Maimed, and the Halt, and 
« the Blind.” Hence it was aſked, by his 
Enemys, with an Air of Inſult and Contempt, 
Have any of the RULERS, or of the PRARISEEVS, 
believed on him? But this People | 5 o 310, 
this Mob, this Riff-raff, who follow him, and] 
who know not the Law, are accurſed. John vii. 
48, 49. | | 5 

Very few Rulers, or People of eminent Rank 
and Station; few Scribes, or Men of diſtin- 
guiſhed Parts and Erudition; few Phariſees, 
or ſeemingly rigid Moraliſts; attended the 
Miniſtrations, and were attached to the Perſon, 
of Him who came to ſeek and to ſave them that 
are loſt. No Conſideration can be more mor- 
tifying to human Pride, than this infallibly 
certain Truth; that Harlots, and Publicans, and 
Sinners, i. e. many of thoſe who were the mean- 

et in Rank, and whoſe antecedent. Lives had 
been of the moſt profiigate Stamp, were the very 
People who thirſted for His Redemption, and 
compoſed His viſible Retinue. Theſe were 
made Partakers of his great Salvation: and 
not one that truſted in his Name, though vile 
as Vileneſs itſelf, was ever ſent empty away. 
So true is his own gracious Declaration: Al] 
that the Father giveth me, ſhall come to me; and 
him that cometh- unto me I will in no wiſe, nor on 
any Account, caſt out. John vi. 37. 


Con- 
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Conſult the Firſt Verſe of the Chapter from 
whence 1 have read you the Text, and you 
will perceive, what kind of Perſons they chiefly 
were, who frequented the Miniſtry of God 
manifeſted in the Fleſh: Then drew near unto 
Him all the Publicans and Sinners to hear Him, 
We never go to Chriſt, 'till his Spirit has beat 
us off from every other Confidence, and driven 
us out of every other Refuge. Under our 
firſt ſerious Impreſſions, we uſually try a 
Variety of lelf-righteous Expedients for our 
own Relief; We have Recourſe to moral 
Reformation, good Reſolutions, Vows, long 
Prayers, frequent Church-goings, monthly 
Sacraments ; accompanyed, perhaps, by a Train 
of /Abſtinencys, Auſteritys, and rigorous Mor- 
tifications. While we do theſe Things, with 
a View to ſpin from them a juſtifying Righ- 
teouſneſs for ourſelves; we are as abſolute 
Enemys to the Goſpel of Chriſt, and as far 
from the Kingdom of God, as the Devil and 
his Angels. We muſt come, not as Phariſees, - 
but as Publicans; not as Scribes, but ſimply as 
Sinners; if we would come, fo as to be graciouſly 
received. | 

And be it carefully noticed, that they, who 
were ſavingly led to Chriſt, experienced his 
renewing Power, together with his forgiving 
Grace. Though none were rejected for their 
paſt Immoralitics; (how numerous, enormous, 
and aggravated, ſoever); yet the reigning 
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Dominion of Vice was, from that Hour, can- 

celled in them that believed. Thus, for In- 

ſtance, the Extortioner of Jericho was no ſooner 

converted, than his Rapacity and Oppreſſive- 

neſs were exchanged for Benevolence, Juſtice, 
and Liberality. The Language of his Heart, 

of his Lips, and of his ſubſequent Practice, 

was, Behold, Lord, the Half of my Goods I give 

to the Poor; and, if 1 have taken any Thing from 
any Man by falſe Accuſation, J reſtore him four- 
fold. Luke xix. 8, Look, alſo, at the Harlot 
of Magdala. Though a Slave to the Impulſe 
of no fewer than ſeven Devils, during her 
unregenerate State; effectual Grace no ſooner 
cauſes her to believe in Jeſus for Salvation, 
than a ſanctifying Change enſues. She goes 
in Peace, and fins as a Proſtitute no more. Luke 
vil. 

And the Scribes and Phariſees murmured; ſaying, 
This Man receiveth Sinners, and eateth with tbem. 
Phariſees always did, and always will, murmur 
at the Goſpel, and at them that preach it. 
They murmured at Cazisr Himſelf: And no 
Wonder, if their Succeſſors murmur againſt 
Us. They can no more abſtain from carping 
at the Chriſtian Scheme of Grace, than ſome 
Dogs can help barking when they hear the 
Sound of a Trumpet. This Man receivetb 
Sinners, and ealeth with them, ſaid the Arminians 
of ludæa: This Meſſab, as he calls himſelf, 
* is a downright Antinomian. Lou may know 
him, 
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© him, by the Company he keeps. He aſſoci- 
© ates with the vileſt of Mankind; and doubt- 
© leſs, he himſelf is as bad as they.“ So rea- 
ſoned the Phariſees, concerning Him who did no 
Sin, but who went about, doing Good. And his 
own Lips have taught us to expect, that they 
whoſe Prædeceſſors called the Maſter of the Houſe 
Beekzebub, will not be very candid and com- 
plaiſant to them of his Houſebold. Matt. x, 25. 
True it is, that Chriſt received Sinners, and 
ate with them : that he received them, with the 
moſt beneficent Welcome, into the expanded 
Arms of his Compaſſion; and even admitted 
them to a State of intimate . Fellowſhip and 
Friendſhip. And what He then did, He till 
does; and will go on to do, *till the whole 
Fullneſs of his Myſtical Body is gathered in_ 
by Grace, and perfected in Glory. He receives 
Sinners, in a threefold Reſpect: (t,) As the 
Donation of his Father, who elected them to 
Salvation. (2,) At the Hand of the Holy 
Spirit, in effectual Calling. (3;) He receives 
their” Souls at the Hand of Angels, in the 
Hour of Death.— To which may be added, 
that He will receive them, in Body and Soul 
united, when He Himſelf ſhall deſcend to 
change the Living, and to raiſe the Dead. 
Chriſt was not inſenſible of the Calumnies, 
with which the Phariſces labored to ſtain his 
Character, for extending his Mercy to the 
Help- 
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Helpleſs, the Unworthy, and the Abandoned. 
He ſpake this Parable to tbem: ſaying, What Man 
of you, baving an hundred Sheep, if be loſe One, 
doth not leave the Ninety-and-nine in the Wilder- 
neſs, and go after that which is loſt, until he find 
it? Chriſt is a faithful and watchful Shep- 
herd. He will not ſuffer ſo much as one of 
his Sheep to be finally loſt. If an individual 
Saint wander from the Fold, -Chriſt goes after 
that Soul; and never ceaſes from his Labor 
of Love, *till that Soul is found. If you or I 
happen to loſe any Thing, on which we fer 
a Value; we may find it, or we may not : 
our Search may iſſue in the Recovery of the 
loſt Object, and it may all prove fruitleſs 
and unſucceſsful. Herein is a very wide 
Difference between God's Seeking, and May's 
Seeking. God never ſeeks in vain. An earthly 
Shepherd may loſe many a Sheep, and loſe 
them beyond Retrieval. But Chriſt never loft 
a Sheep, which he did not ſeek; and never 
ſought a Sheep, which he did not ind. 
And, when he bath found it, be layeth it on bis 
Shoulders, rejoicing. He does not ſuſpend the 
Return of the Sheep, on the Sheep's own Free- 
will, (which would be very ſheepiſh Policy 
indeed); nor ſtand expoſtulating, and giving 
the Sheep, what Arminianiſm would call, 4 
gentle Pull” by the Fleece: but actually lays 
bold on the Wanderer; zakes it up in his Arms; 
layeth it upon his Shoulders, by main Strength! 
N i THR . nor 
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nor lets it go, till he has actually and finally 
brought it nome, As all, Who ſeek his Favor, 
and an Intereſt in his Righteouſneſs, are ſure 
to find both one and the other; ſo All, whom 
he ſeeks, are ſure to be found of Him. 
And, when he cometh home, he calleth. together 
kis Friends and Neighbors; ſaying, Rejoice with 
me, for I have found my Sheep which was loſt. Our 
Lord Himſelf applies and explains this Part 
of the Parable, in the Words with which I 
began : 
T ſay unto you, that likewiſe Joy, ſhall be in 
Heaven over One Sinner that repenteth, more than 
over Ninety- and-nine Juſt Perſons who need no Re- 
pentance. 
Thoſe, therefore, whom, in bo preceding 
Verſe, Chriſt terms his Friends and Neighbors , 
and whom He calls upon to rgoice with Him, 
on Account of every Converſi.n which his 
Holy Spirit accompliſhes below; are, (1.) the 
Ele& Angels, and ((2.) the glorified Souls of 
departed Saints. 
I firmly believe, upon the Warrant of the 
Tex:, that, as often as Divine Grace converts 
a ſingle Sinner to Chriſt, the pleaſing Event 
is immediately known in Heaven; and our 
Great High Prieſt ſays, in Effect, to the 
radiant Throng that encircle his Throne, 
Rejoice with me, for another of my loſt Sheep 16 
found. 
Indeed, 18 is nothing in Heaven, but 
Joy. The peculiar Preſence of Deity, moſt 
8 eminently 
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eminently manifeſted there; is an endleſs and 
ever- increaſing Source of Bleſſedneſs, both to 
the Spirits of the Juſt, and to the Seraphs that 
never fell. Where God is poſſeſſed; - where 
CaR1sT is ſeen; - where the Adorable Trinity 
pour forth their Plenitude of Glory, unclouded, 
on the delighted, undazzled View; - where 
Saints, the Children of Redemption, are the 
melodious Songſters; and Angels, the Firſt- 
fruits of Creation, are the enraptured Muſicians; 
—where the grand Employ is Praiſe, and 
Jchovah Himſelf is the exceeding great Reward; 
—ſurely, THERE, the Cup of Joy muſt over- 
flow: and only the bleſt Inhabitants them- 
ſelves can tell, how bleſt the Inhabitants 
are. 

Is there, then, any Thing that can heighten 
the celeſtial Triumph ? that can add to the 
Felicity of thoſe who ſtand in the Divine Pre- 
ſence, and enhance even THEIR tranſcendent- 
Joy? There is: and we have juſt heard what 
it is. It is the Regeneration of a fallen Soul. 
It is the Renewal of a Sinner below. As our 
Lord expreſſes it at the ioth Verſe, There is 
Joy, in the Preſence of the Angels of God, over one. 
Sinner that repenteth. No ſooner is every freſh 
Converfion made knoyn on. high, than addi- 
tional Joy is there. The - memorable Day 
is, if I may ſo ſpeak, marked as a Feſtival, 
in the Calendar of Heaven. Beitified Saints 
n, Axorrs clap their Wiogs, - and the 
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whole united Choir raiſe their Voices and ſtrike 
their golden Harps, for Joy that a Soul is born 
of God and made free of the Jeruſalem which 
is above. 

Such exalted Hoſannas would not reſound, 
on theſe Occaſions, among the Inhabitants of 
the Skies; if the Doctrine of Final Perſeverance 
was untrue, Tell me, ye Seraphs of Light, 
tell me, ye Sons of Elect Men made perfect 
in Glory; WHY this Exuberance of holy 
Rapture, on the real Recovery of a ſingle Sin- 
ner to God? Becauſe ye KNnow / ASSUREDLY, 
that every true Converfion is (1,) a certain 
Proof, that the Perſon converted is one of your 
on Ele# Number: and (2,) that he ſhall be 
infallibly preſerved and brought to that very 
Region of Bleſſedneſs, into which Ye Tour- 
ſelves are entered. The contrary Belief would 
filence your Harps, and chill your | raiſes, If 
it be uncertain, whether the Perſon, who is 
regenerated to-day, may ultimately reign with 
Lou in Heaven, or take up his eternal Abode 
among A poſtate Spirits in Hell; Your Rejoicings 
are too ſanguine, and your Praiſes are præmature. 
You ſhould ſuſpend your Songs, til he aftually 
arrives among You : and not give Thanks for 
his Converſion, till he has perſevered unto Glo- 
rification. 

But there are no « Eleftion . no Per- 
ſeverance denyers, in the Kingdom of Heaven. 
The e happy Spirits there, are as orthodox as the 
| Sun 


( 22-3 
un is bright. When' a Sinner repents; They 
ReJoIcE over him. Knowing, that he could 
not have repented, if he had not been elefted 5 
and that, as ſurely as he was elected, fo ſurely 
ſhall he be glorified. 

It is This, which occaſions the Jubilee above; 
It is This, which raiſes the harmonious Con- 
cert high; which gladdens the ſhining Hoſts 
already ſaved; and puts a new Song into their 
Mouths, even accumulated Thankſgiving unto 
God. They rejoice, when they perceive the 
Redeemer's Intereſt advanced, and the Empire 
of the Croſs extended: when the Communion 
of Saints is enlarged, and when God's ſecret 
Purpoſes of Mercy have their open Accom- 
pliſhment in a Sinner's viſible Acceſſion to 
the Kingdom of Grace, For they are confident 
of this very Thing, that be who hath begun the yobd 
Mork in that Sinner's Heart, vill perform it unto 
the Day of Feſus Chriſt : Philip. i. 6. and, con- 
ſequently, that every Man or Woman uport / 
Earth, who repents after a godly Sort, 18 an Heir 
of the Grace of Life and ſhall be their Com- 
panions in Bleſſedneſs to all Eternity. 

It is obſervable; that our Lord does not ſay, 
in general terms, Foy ſhall be in Heaven, over 
SINNERS that repent : But, Foy ſhall be in Heaven, 
over ONE SINNER that repenteth; i. e. over each 
Penitent in particular. To ſhew, how dear 


the Soul of a Returning Prodigal is to GOD; 
B and 
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and with what Eclats of triumphal Joy the 
News of a Converſion is received by the AxcxLs 
and the SainTs in Light For this, they ſing 
their | hanks, in Strains, ſweet as erfect Love 
can dictate, and high as admiring Gratitude 
can wind them up. | 

Should it be enquired, * How the Spirits, 
© of thoſe who have died in the Lord, are able 
© to know, and therefore to rejoice at, the Peni- 
© tence of their Fellow Creatures on Earth?“ 
I anſwer, that there is no Occaſion for our 
having Recourſe to, what ſome Popiſh Writers 
term, The Glaſs of the Trinity; as if glorified 
Saints literally ſaw all Things in God, as in a 
Looking-Glaſs, or Reflecting Mirror. Such 
a Conceit ſavors more of Childiſh Fancy, than 
of ſolid Reaſon and ſcriptural Authority. I 
rather ſuppoſe, that the departed Spirits of 
Believers receive their Information, of what 
paſſes in this lower World, from the Angels of 
God: who are watchful Obſervers of ſublunary 
Events, and, as they were repreſented in Jacob's 
Viſion, are continually, Gen. xxviii. 12. aſcend- 
ing and deſcending, i. e. paſſing and repaſſing, 
from Heaven to Ea. th, and from Earth to Hea- 
ven; charged with the Performance of the 
Divine Commands, and acting as the Inſtru- 
ments and Commiſſioners of ae Hence 
they are termed, ANGELS, or Meſſengers : which 
is a Name, not of Nature, but of Office, 
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Theſe holy and powerful Beings are, Al, 
miniſtring Spirits, SENT FORTH to miniſter unto 
them (i. e. unto thoſe of Mankind] that fball be 
Heirs of Salvation. Heb. i. 14. Numerous Detach- 
ments of them are conſtantly, though inviſibly 
employed on Earth, as Guardians of the Ele, 
and ſometimes as Executioners of Vengeance 
on the Wicked. They carry up the glad 
Tidings of a Sinner's Repentance, and com- 
municate the Intelligence to their Companions 
above. By this Means, probably, Joy is in Hea- 
ven over the Sinner that repenteth. Soon. as tne 
Information circulates through the Church Tri- 
umphant, the univerſal Hallelujah, which it 
occaſions, is ſimilar to the Angelic Hymn, ſung 
at the Meſſiah's Birth: GLoxy Be To GOD in 
THE H1caytsT, AND ON EARTH Peace, Goop- 
WILL TOWARDS Mex | 

But © what is that Repentance, which induces 
the benevolent Cœleſtial Choits thus to rejoice, 
* over the Sinner who repents?” The Words 
ulla and uανον, as they ſtand in the Text 
now under Conſideration, ſeem to include ſome- 
thing more than the Word udapanue always 
imports, + pflapianus literally and naturally 


＋ Lam fully aware, that udn, and Hias are occa- 
fionally reciprocated, both in the ſacred an” in ſæcular 
Writings. I only mean to ſhew, that St. Luke, in the 
Text, has made Uſe of the moſt comprehenſive and expreſ- 
five Terms, by which that Repentance, which occaſions Joy 
in Heaven, could be deſcribed, | 

B 2 ſignifies, 
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fienifies, an anxious and painful Apprebenſion, 
arifing rom Cunſcicuſneſs of preceding Guilt, In 
this ſenſe, an unregenerate and -unreformed 
Perſon may repent of having acted criminally, 
when he finds that his Crimes are likely to be 
followed by Conſequences fatal to his Intereſt 
and Happineſs. But the Kepentance, here 
ſpoken of, is uιAν,j i. e. a Change of Mind; 
or Regeneration, truly ſo called. That New 
Birth and New Heart, which are the Gift of 
God, and the Work of His Spirit. Where 
theſe take Place, Sorrow for Sin, Hatred of Sin, 
War againſt Sin, and Renunciaticn both of ſiatul 
Self, and of righteous Self, are the bleſſed and 
the certain Conſequences. The inward Prin- 
cip/e of Evangelical Repentance, is Regenerating 
Grace, or the Habit of Holineſs ſupernaturally 
infuſcd by the Spirit of God. The AZings of 
Evangelical Repentance, or the experimental 
and practical Kamifications of it, are thoſe juſt 
now deſcribed. No man can ſpiritually repent, 
till he is born of God: and every Man, who is 
born of God, repents ſpiritually, When the 
Lord turns and looks upon us, in Effectual 
Calling; we are then turned, and look with 
Mournings unto Him whom our Sins have 
p.eiced. N 
Thus, the firſt Clauſe of the Text is clear 
and obvious in it's Meaning. The Saints 
above, and Saints on Earth, conſtitute in Fact, 
but one Church. St. Paul viewed them in a 
ſtill 


s 
{till cloſer Connection, and ſtyles them both 
one Family. Eph. iii. 13. Nay, they form one 
Myſtic Body: Part of which (like Jacob's 
Ladder) is on Earth, and the other Part in 
Heaven Hence they have but owe, common 
Intereſt : and the efficacious Drawing of a Soul 
to Chriſt, by the Spirit and Grace of God, is 
Cauſe of Triumph and Rcyoicing to thoſe. 
above. Jehovah himſelf is the Converter of 
Sinners. Acts of Repentance, of Humiliation, - 
and of Truſt in the Mediator's Righteouſneſs, 
are the Effects of that Converſion, Attending 
Angels are glad »>pectators ard Witneſſes of 
the Whole: and, on their Return to the Seat 
of the Bieſſed, they diffuſe the grateful Intel- 
ligence, and all Heaven reſounds with Accla- 
mations to Him that ſitteth upon the Throne, and 
to the Lamb that was ſlain tor us Men and for 
our Salvation, 

The latter Portion of the Text ſeems to 
carry ſome Embaraſſment in it, and to have 
perpl-xed molt of the Commentators who have 
undertaken to explain it. That oy ſhall. be in 
Heaven, over one Sinner thai repentth, is very _ 
intelligible, on Principles of Scripture and of 
found Metaphyſics. But that this Joy ſhould 
be MORE, than over Ninety-and-nine juſt Perſons, . 
who ned no Repentance, involves a. two-fold 
Difficulty For, 

I. Are there any Perſons upon Earth, ſo juh, 
ſa holy, and ſo good, as to need no. Repentance ? + 
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Certainly, not. Nor did our Lord intend to 
convey any ſuch Idea. Chriſt, though perſe#, 
was not. a Perfectioniſt. He truly faid, con- 
cerning Himſelf, that He always did thoſe things 
which were pleaſing to the Father : John viii. 29. 
but he knew the Depravation of human Nature 
too well, to affirm as much concerning any 
other Man. He utterly denied ſinleſs Perfec- 
tion, as prædicable of any earthly Being; Him- 
ſelf alone excepted. The pureſt Action, of 
the holieſt Believer in the World, needs, more 
or leſs, to be repented of. The great and good 
Biſhop Bevtr1DGt did not go a Jot too far, in 
confYfng to God, and in leaving that Confeſ- 
ſion on Record, I cannot pray, but I fin: 
I cannot preach, but I fin : I cannot adminiſter, 
% nor receive, the Holy Sacrament, but I ſin. 
« My very Repentance needs to be repented f: 
« and the Tears I ſhed,. want waſhing i in the 
« Blood of Chriſt.” 

Incarnate Truth, who taught us to pray 
for the Forgiveneſs of our daily Treſpaſſes ; can 
never be ſuppoſed to intimate, that any of us 
may be fo far advanced in Grace, as to have 
no daily Treſpaſſes to be forgiven, But, if 
we do not need Repentance, we cannot need For- 
giveneſs: the Neceſſity, both of Forgiveneſs on 
God's Part, and of Repentance on our's, ariſing 
from our continued Sinfulneſs in his Sight. So 
that a Man muſt be entirely ſinleſs and 2 
* ere the Uſe and the Exerciſo of Repentanc 
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can be ſuperſeded, But there is not a juſt Man 
upon Earth, who doeth good and finneth nt. Ec.lef, 
vii. 20, If, therefore, we ſay that we have no 
Sin, we deceive ourſelves, and the Truth is not in us. 
1 John i. 8. 

(1,) By the Ninety and- nine juſt Per ſons who 
need no Rebentancr (a certain Number for an 
indefinite one), may be meant, the Jeus in 
general; and, more efj.ecially, the /a iſ es. 
Theſe might be ſtyled, juſt, or righteous ber- 
ſons, not becauſe they were ſo in reai'ty z; but 
becauſe they looked upon their ſelves to be ſuch, 
wore the Form of Godlineſs, and carried t cir 
Selt-Righteouſnels o far as even to dream that 
they needed no Repentance. The Pbariſees were 
Perfectioniſts, to a Man. They held, that it 
was paſſible to yield an UNSINNING Obedience 10 the 
whole Law of God: and. it neceſſarily followed, 
that Repentance was not only ncedleis, but 
abſurd and contradictory, in Men who had 
reached the very Pinnacle of R. ctitude, and 
who had no remaining Iniquity to repent of, — 
Taking the Paſſage in this Senſe, it vught to 
be (what it very fairly may) rendered thus: 
Toy ſball be in Heaven, over one Sinner that repent- 
eth; * vor over Ninety-and-nine juſt Perſons, who 
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Kalten Slog SrNrainwtog, u weveye i, e. This Man went gown 
juſtified, noT the other. Luke xviii. 14. Hſatnoar uy ang 
U To oxdlog, n 7% p Men bave lovea Darkueſs or 
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need no Repentance: who are ſo extravagantly 
carried away by the Deluſions of Self-Opinion, 
as to forget that they need Repentance for every 
Thing they do.—The Contraſt is beautiful. 
One repenting Sinner ſtands oppoſed to Ninety- 
nine Legaliſts; and outweighs them all, in the 
Divine Eſtimation. The former occaſions Joy 
in Heaven. The latter, though ſo greatly ſype- 
rior in Point of Number and of exterior Attain- 
ments, yet occaſion no Joy at all among the 
Denizons of Glory, On the contrary, were 
the Bleſſed, ſaſceptible of Grief, they would 
weep at that proud Blindneſs, which induces 
unrepenting Sinners to prefer a Cobweb to a, 
Coronation-Robe, by eſtaoliſning their Righte- 
ouſneſs, inſtead of e the Righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt, | 
(2,) The Words will bear yet another Inter- 
pretation, and may be read as follows: Fey ſhall 
be in Heaven over one Sinner that repenteth, or is 
newly brought to Gdd; more than over Ninety» 


Light. John iii. | 9. E. Ox acer £54 nomie T2 Ox; dh XBL 
ha 1 T8 Os Ae Fudge ye whether it be right before 
God to obey you, noT God, Acts iv. 19. - Ilubagxs on Ora, 
pcAAey 1 1 erbgwr og. We ought to obey God, or Men. Act 
v. 29. 0 0% lac ſoſj apc TW ern X&b Tw reeuxAnge «e010, 
pearaey olg dre Ts Hab Acſoutrog, But the Centurion gave 
credit to the Captain and to the Proprietor of the Veſſel, vor 
to the Things which Paul pate. Acts xxvii. ii. *QiAnJory 
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2 Tim. n iii. 4. 
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-gnd-nine juſt Per ſons, ou * NSH ENUO8 wElavoing 
who have no Need of Regeneration. For though 
Believers need the Influence of the Spirit, to 
ſanfify them more and more, they do not need 
the Spirit's Influence, to regenerate them over 
again. A Soul, once born of the Holy Ghoſt, 
is neyer unborn, from that Day forward. The 
Power of indwelling Grace exerts and diſplays 
itſelf, with increaſing Strength and Brightneſs ; 
but Regeneration, or the Infuſion of ſpiritual Life, 
neither needs nor can admit of Repetition. It 
is a divine Act, which, having once paſſed upon 
the Soul, ſtands good forever, and is phyſically 
incapable of Re-iteration. All ſubſequent Re- 
vivals, whether in a Way of Holineſs, Support, 
or Conſolation, are but Expanſions of the 
original Principle, occaſioned by the Holy 
Spirit's repeated Breathings on the Spark which 
He primarily inſpired, and which nothing can 
totally extinguiſh. As many, therefore, as are 
evangelically juſt Perſons, or exalted to a State 
of JUSTIFICATION betore God ; and are, more- 
over, horn again, 1 Pet. i. 2 3. of that incorrup- 
tible Seed, which liveth and abideth for ever, may 
be truly ſaid, not to need Regeneration; as being, 
already, the renewed Sons of God. But, 

(3,) Why may not the Paſſage admit of a 
ſtill more elevated Senie ? What forbids us 
to underſtand, by thoſe juſt Perſons who need no 
Repentance, the Spirits of the Righteous who 
have — their mortal Bodies, are aſſociated 
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with Angels, and ſhine in the immediate Pre- 
ſence of God and the Lamb? { hele are com. 
pletely ſanctified, and therefore need no Repen- 
tance. As every Spot of Sin is exterminated, 
ſo every Lear 1s totally wiped away. They 
bear, unſullied, the Image of God's Holineſs; 
and they experience, without allay, a Plenitude 
of cœleſtial Happineſs. Well may Repentance 
ceaſe, where Faith itſelf is abſorbed in Sight. 

JI. But why more Joy in Heaven, over a 
repenting Sinner, than over an whole Multi- 
tude of regenerated People, or even the whole 
Army of glorified Souls? I appre hend, that 
this is ſpoken entirely after the Manner of Men; 
among whom, the firlt Tranſports of Joy, for 
the Retrieval of a loſt Valuable, ſometimes 
reſemble the Swellings of a mighty River which 
overflows its Banks, and impetuvuſly carries all 
before it; whereas cam and unintermitted 
Poſſeſſion uſually occaſions that Evenneſs of 
placid and ſettled Satisfaction, which riſes 
no higher than to the Margin of the Channel, 
and glides in a ſmooth, regular, complacent 
Stream. TE : 

This Point 1s finely illuſtrated, toward the 
Cloſe of the preſent Chapter, in that tender 
and beautiful Parable of the Prodigal Son; 
whoſe Reformation and Return gave riſe to a 
ſpring-tide of parental and domeſtic Rejvicing, 
Not becauſe the Father and his Family. had 
more Affection for the reclaimed Spendthrift, 
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than for the other Son, who had not wandered 
from home, nor diſſipated his Wealth; but 
becauſe the repenting Debauchee, who had been 
ſpiritually dead, was alive again, and he that 
had been morally loft, was found. 

We may elucidate the Turn of Phraſe now 
under Conſideration, by another Cafe, which, I 
ſuppoſe, occurs in the Courſe of almoſt every Be- 
liever's own Experience. The continued Poſſeſſion 
of the higheſt Spiritual Bleſſings is not, after a 
while, attended with that Exuberance of Gladneſs 
and ſweet Surprize, which accompanied and diſtin- 
guiſhed their firſt Acceſs to the Soul. When 
the legal Bondage of a convinced Sinner is 
reverſed, and he receives Beauty for Aſhes, the 
Oil of Foy for Mourning, and the Garment of Praiſe 
for the Spirit of Heavineſs ; Iſa. Ixi. 3. when the 
Love of God is, for the firſt Time, clearly and 
feelingly ſhed abroad in his Heart by the Holy 
Ghoſt, Rom. v. 5. and his Perception of Divine 
Favour aſſures him, that he is paſſed from 
Death unto Life; then is he like unto them that 
dream, Pſalm cxxvi. 1. His Lips teem with 
Praiſe, and his Heart expands with Joy. He 
is quite engroſſed, by the. glorious Objects 
which raviſh his delighted View; and he only 
lives, thinks, ſpeaks, and acts, for God. Was 
the Fervor of this, Rev. ii. 4. Firſt Love to 
continue, without Abatement, all the Days of 


his Pilgrimage, there would be very little 
Difference berween the Joys of Grace, and 
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thoſe of Glory. The Happineſs of Saints on 
Earth would almoſt equal the Felicity of 
Angels, and of Souls in Heaven. i 
Tais, therefore, I take to be the Meaning 
of the Text: that, though the Spirits above 
reflect, with adoring and inceſſant Gratitude to 
God, on the innumerable Converſions which his 
pow-rtul Grace hath already wriught ; yet, the 
continued Additions, which Grace daily makes 
to the happy Number, keep their benevolent 
Thankſgivings in »erpetual Exerciſe, and they 
rejo ce, in a ſpecial Manner, over the Sinner 
that was laſt converted io Chriſt. This View 
of Things ſcems to co-incide with that Theory 
which ſappoſes the Joy ot the Bleſſcd to be in 
continu Auvance; and to riſe, by infinite Pro- 
geſſion, to higher and higher Degrees of ſtill 
increaſing Felicity. A Conjecture, which gives 
us the nobleſt and moſt enlarged Idea, which 
the Human Mind can well entertain, of the 
Bliſs which God has prepared for them that 
love him! 

A tew pertinent Inferences ſhall cloſe our 
2K ient Meditations, 

lo what has already been obſerved on 

vg Subjes; let us add a Word or two, con- 
cerning the Nature and Effects of that Repentance, 
which occaſio.'s Joy among the Angels of God, 
and is indiſſolubly conn. &ed with the Salva» 
tion of the Penitent himſelf, 
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While Men continue Strangers to that wave; 
or mental Change, of which the Text ſpea' s, 
they heartily love, and eagerly purſue, the 
imaginary Pleaſures of Sin. The Underſtan ing 
of a natural Man 1s ſo darkened, as to miſtake 
That for Happineſs, which is in Fact eſſential 
Miſcry. The Darkneſs of his Underſtanding 
neceſſarily perverts his Mill, ſ. chat he inevitably 
chuſes Evil in Preference of Good. A perverted 
Will poiſons the Affections. And corrupt Af. 
fections, if uncurbed by provident.al Reſtraints, 
never fail to teem with the baneful Fruits 
of practical Immyurality and 'Licentiouſneſs, 

But no ſooner is this very Sinner chang'd by 
efficacious Grace, or endued with Rcpentance 
unto Life, Acts xi. 18 than his UND RST AN- 
mo, clouded before with the Darkneſs of ipi- 
ritual Ignorance and Unbelief, becomes Light 
in the Lord, Eph. v. 8 He fees, that the 
Favor and the keſemblance of God conſtitute 
the ſupreme Happineſs of an immortal Soul; 
that God's Favor can flow to Sinners, through 
the Channel of Chriſt's Redemption only ; and 
that God's Reſemblance can be re-communicated 
to the Fallen, by no other Efficiency, than the 
interior Operation of the Holy Ghoſt, cauſing 
old Things to be done away, and making all Things 
become new, 2 Cor. v. 17. | 

This ſupernatural Illumination of the Under- 
ſtanding (which ſeems to be the ixitial Point 
of Regeneration, or the firſt Efe# of converting 
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Grace on the Mind) conciliates the WII I to 
Holineſs. The Soul chuſes God for its Por. 
tion, loves Him as its Happineſs, and ardently 
aſpires to that Sanctification which qualifies 
for Heaven. 

The Arrrerioxs are now Centripetals; or, 
through the Power of Divine Attraction, tend 
to God in Chriſt, and repoſe in him as the 
Centre and Source of Love, the Alpha and 
Omega of rational and refined Deſire. Whom 
have I, in Heaven, but Thee? and there is none, 
upon Earth, that I defire in Compariſon of Thee. 
Pſalm Ixxiii. 25. 

A Sinner, thus enlightened and thus renewed, 
cannot but feel Sorrow and Remorſe for all his 
paſt and preſent Deviations from the Law of 
God. The Depravity of his Nature, and the 
Tranſgreſſions of his Life, fill him with ſerious, 
poignant, perpetual Humiliation. Being led 
by Grace to the Fountain of living Waters, he 
deeply laments his having ſo long endeavored 
to hew out unio himſelf broken Ciſterns which can 
Bold no Water; Jer. ii. 13. and . wonders, how 
he could be ſo blinded and fo hardened through 
the Deceilfulneſs of Sin, Heb. iii. 13. as to ſeek 
for Satisfaction in the Ways of Death; and 
| madly dream, that his Happinefs would im- 
prove, in Proportion as he ſtrayed from God, 

Above all, when he finds, that the Expiation 
of his Guilt, and his Redemption from the 
Damnation of Hell, could be effected at no 
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leſs Expence, than by the miraculous Incarna- 
tion and moſt bitter Death of God's co-equal 
Son ;—Oh, how powerfully does this induce 
the Soul to ſorrow after a godly Sort! 2 Cor. vii. 
11. what Carefulneſs and Concern, does it work. 
in the Heart! what Self- Indignation! what Fear 
of God! what vebement Defire of Forgivenels ! 
what Zea! for Holineſs! what Revenge and 
Abhorrence of Sin! Theſe, theſe are the Pro- 
perties of genuine Repentance, Theſe, theſe, 
are the Evidences of our Engrafture into Chriſt. 
Joy is in heaven over ſuch Repentance as this. 
God the FaTars acquieſces, with Complacency, 
in the Soul that is thus brought to his Mercy- 
Seat. The glorified ReDpteMer fees the Re- 
ward of his mediatorial Obedience unto Death, 
and is ſatisfied. The'HoLy pier (miles on 
His own Work, haſtens to comfort the Sinner 
He has ſubdued, and goes on to accompliſh 
the Sanctification He has began. 

Every Sigh, which the Penitent breathes, is 
treaſured up: and every Tear he ſheds, is noted 
down, His Prayers are conſecrated, and wafted 
to the Throne, by the Incenſe of Immanuel's 
Interceſſion. And at the deſtined Time, he 
ſhall aſcend on he Wings of Angels, to his 
Seat in Paradiſe: where kindred Spirits, who 
rejoiced at his Converſion here, will congratu- 
late his happy Arrival there. 

2. Remember, that evangelical Repentance 
1s a very different Thing from merely out ward 
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Reformation. King Herod, Mark vi. 20. r4- 
is Conduct in many Particulars : but 
he does not; appear to have experienced that 
regenerating Influence, alluded to by our Lord 
in the Text. A Man may reform, without 
true Repentance; though no Man can truly 
repent, without moral Reformation. Refor- 
mation white-waſhes the Houſe: Regeneration 
takes the Houle to pieces, and rebuilds -it from- 
the Ground. Reformation varniſhes the Out- 
ſide of the Veſſcl. Regeneration melts the 
Veſſel down, and caſts it into a new Mould. 

3. Goſpel Repentance can never agree with 
Self- Righteouſneſs. He alone is the Scripture 
Penitent, who feels that he has no Goodneſs 
not ſo much as a righteous Thread of his own, 
wherein to ſtand before the Judge of All. Re- 
pentance, like Faith, renounces itſelf; nor 
dreams of its ever being able to enter into the 
Compoſition of that WYedding-Garment, which 
entitles the Wearer to a Seat at the Marriage 
Supper of the Lamb, Phariſees roll themſelves 
up in the Mantle of their ſuppoſed Good 
Works, as a Spider entrenches itſelf in a Web 
of its own ſpinning, but, where Repentance is 
wrought, the Hail of the Law ſweeps away the 
Refuge of Lies, Ila. xxviii. 17. and drives the 
ejected Sinner to the Blood and Righteouſneſs 
of Jeſus Chriſt. Till you ſee, that you cannot 
be ſaved by the Moral Law; and that you 
never did, nor ever can, perform your Duty, 
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either to God or your Neighbor, in the Man- 
ner, and with the Extent, which the Law 
requires; as the Lord liveth, you have not 
yet experienced what Bible Repentance means. 

4. If you' repent indeed, you will repent 
prafiically : by laboring to depart from Iniquity, 
and by ordering your Converſation aright. Though 
we are not ſaved for our Holineſs, yet Holineſs 
and Good Works are inſeparable Attendants - 
on that Grace of God which brings - Salva- 
tion. Any Repentance, which leaves us 
ſhort of this; is counterfeit and nothing 
worth. 

5. We may, perhaps, indirectly infer; from 
the Paſſage we have been conſidering, that 
Angels and Saints in Glory, are acquainted 
with each other. If not a ſingle Converſion 
obtains on Earth, which is not known among 
the Inhabitants of the upper World; and if 
thoſe dignified Spirits expreſs a Friendſhip 
for every repenting Sinner, by rejoicing over 
him, and by giving Thanks to God on his 
Behalf z does it not ſeem more than probable; 
that ſocial Knowledge, Intercourſe, and Har- 
mony, conſtitute no ſmall Portion of that 
Felicity which is at God's Right Hand for 
ever ? 

6. Obſerve, too, that Angels are preſent 
with us, when we know it not. Not only 
the Dziry Himſelf, but alſo His miniftring 
Spirits, are about our Bed, and about our Path, 
Wh: 1] and 
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and ſpy out all our Ways: though our Eyes 
are withheld, that we'cannot diſcern the Millions - 
of immaterial Beings, who throng our Atmof. 
phere. There is; therefore, no Darkneſs, no- 
Shadow of Death, where the Workers of Tniquity 
may hide themſelves. Job. xxxiv. 22. As the 
Eyes of the Lord are in every Place, bebolding the 
Evil and the Good; ſo his Angels, likewiſe, 
diſperſe themſelves, at His Command, be- 
holding and noticing whatever is done 2 
Men. | 
7. If Repentance and Converiith be fo 
amiable in the Eſtimation of theſe holy, -un- 
embodied Spectators; what ineffable Abhor- 
rence muſt they conceive, when Witneſſes to 
the Commiſſion of Sin! Hence the Jews had 
a Proverb, when an Ißraelite fins, the Angels weep. 
And St. Auſtin has a fimilar Obſervation: 
* Quoties bene agimus, gaudent Angeli, et 
* triſtantur Dæmones. Quoties a Bono devi- 
* amus, Diabolum lætificamus, et Angelos 
% Tuos ſuo Gaudio defraudamus.” i. e. 45 
often as we do well, Angels exult, and Satan grieves : 
as often as we commit Evil, we make Satan glad, 
and defraud the Angels of their Foy. Striking 
Reflection! ſtrongly calculated, te impreſs us 
with Deteſtation of Vice, and incite us to the 
Purſuit of Virtue! Greatly ſuperior to that 


Topic, beautiful as it was, from whence the 


Heathen Poet derived an Argument againſt | 
the prevailing Immoralities of Rome: 
Sd 


1 
. Luna videt; ſed Sdera T etes 
Intendunt Occtilos,——— _ 


8. Obſerve, and wit the amiable BENEZ 
/ voLENCeE which glows in Angelic Boſoms. , 
The Peers of Heaven are certain, that their own 
Salvation is ſecure. They know, that they 
were loved and elected of God from all Eter- 
nity; and that, through the Efficacy of his 
confirming Grace, they ſhall never be ſuffered 
to deviate from his Image, nor to lapſe into 
Condemnation. Was their Continuance in 
Happineſs, at all dependent on the Converſion 
of Man, Self-Intereſt would ſufficiently account 
for thoſe Strains of ſympathetic Joy, with. 
which they celebrate the Repentance, or initial 
Salvation, of Adam's revolted Sons. But, if 
the whole human Race were to periſh, the Dig-- 
nity of the unfallen Angels would till remain 
unimpaired, their Safety unſhaken, and their - 
Glory unobſcured, It is Love, therefore, 
ardent and refined as their. own exalted Na- 
tures; it is BENIONITV, pure as ther, and 
diſintereſted as the Shining of the Sun; which 
induce thoſe beneficent Intelligences to adopt 
our Concerns, and - conſider human Happineſs 
as an Addition to their own. 
Yet what is the Benevolence of Angels 
themſelyes, when compared with the Philan- 
thropy manifeſted by Jzsus CnrisT! To rejoice 
at the Salvation of Sinners, comes eaſily within 
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the Compaſs of created Fellowſhip. But to 
merit that Salvation, by ſuch a Series of Suf. 
ferings, as no mere Creature could have under- 


gone, nor will ever be able fully to compre- 
hend and acknowledge: was the matchleſs 


Effect of 1nriniTE Compaſſion, . and of Kindneſs 
properly Divine. 

' Impreſſed, ſoftened, and aſſimilated, by the 
Force of theſe Examples; may our Boſoms 
Kindle with the Fire of Ccoleſtial Affection, 


and the Arms of our Charity be expanded 
wide, like the Arms of JESUS when he hung 


upon the Croſs! Let every Man ſeek another's 


Welfare; 1 Cor. x. 24. rejoicing with them 
that rejoice, and weeping with them that weep. 
Rom. xii. 13. Who of us is moſt Angelic? 


Or (which is a ſtill more important Queſtion), 
Who among us has drank deepeſt into the 
Spirit of Cyr1sT? He that is moſt mild, moſt 
liberal, moſt benevolent, moſt tender-hearted, moſt 
forgiving, moſt glad of another's Felicity, moſt 
actively ſubſervient to the temporal and ſpiri- 
tuat Wants of Men. He that is readieſt to 


every good Word and Work: who not only 
improves, but ſeeks, all Opportunities of pro- 


moting the Glory of God, the Intereſt 


of Religion, and the Happineſs of his Neigh- 
bor. 


9. As Angels are inviſibly diſperſed over 
the Planet we inhabit, and expatiate in the 


Atmoſphære which ſurrounds us; ſo I can- 


not 
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not doubt, that they bear an eſpecial Part in 
the Solemnities of our Public Worſhip, and note 
with peculiar Attention whatever paſſes in the 
Houſe of God, 

We are expreſsly aſſured, by an unerring 
Pen, that the Myſteries of Man's Redemption 
ard Reſtoration are Things which the Angels defire 
to look into. 1 Pet. i. 12. Though they them· 
ſelves, having never fallen from their primitive 
Rectitude, do not ſtand in Need of an atoning 
Sacrifice and a Righteouſneſs imputed; yet 
they wiſh to be more and more converſant 
with, in order that they may more ang more 
admire, the Covenant of Grace, as carried 
into complete Execution by the correſpondent 
Work and Sufferings of Chriſt, 

There is a remarkable Paſſage, which gives 
us to underſtand, that, Eph. iii. 10. the Prin- 
cipalities and Powers, in heavenly Places, know, BY 
THe CHURCH, the manifold Wiſdom of Gad; or, 
that the various Ranks of Angelic Beings, 
riſe, gradually, into clearer and more enlarged 
Acquaintance with the Divinely-concerted Plan 
of Human Salvation: partly, by obſerving the 
Tenor af God's gracious Dealings with the 
Souls He regenerates; and, partly, by attend- 
ing to thoſe ſublime Truths, which Chriſt's 
faithful Miniſters diſpenſe, when they preach 
his Goſpel in the Congregation of the Saints. 
I queſtion, whether there be an individual 


Miniſter upon Earth, who declares the whole 
| Any 3 Counſel 
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Counſel of God, with Power, and with the Holy 
Ghoſt ſent down from Heaven; 1 Pet. i. 12. but 
liſtening Angels are a Part of his Auditory, 
and ſometimes reap Inſtruction from the Lips | 
of a mortal Man. Even the private Conver- 
ſations of God's People, when they ſpeak toge- 
ther concerning what He bas done for their Souls, 
Palm Ixvi. 16. and build-up each other on their 
_ moſt holy Faith, Jude 20. as Companions in the 
Kingdom and Patience of Feſus Chriſt, Rev. i. g. 
at ſuch Seaſons of religious Fellowſhip, do 
not hovering Angels join the Company? and 
may they not derive real Improvement, as well 
as Matter of Rejoicing, from the youy 
Experiences of Saints ? 

10, But there are Multitudes of Perſons 
(and, perhaps, more than a few, now under 
this very Roof), who never yet occaſioried* Joy 
in Heaven, among the Angels of Ged ; but, by | 
the Unbelief and Hardneſs of their impenitent 
Hearts, have gratified the Angels of the Bottom- 
ls Pit, Times and Ways without Number, 
Yet, even You ſhall be received, if you come, 
as Sinners, to the Sinners“ Friend. May God's 
Spirit bend the Goſpel Bow, and wing an Arrow 
to your Hearts { Which of you is willing to 
make Joy i in Heaven, this Morning ? Over what 
repenting Soul ſhall the Angels of God triumph ? 
For whom ſhall GaRRIEL ſing, and Ra PHñAEL 
frrike his Harp? All Heaven dall exult on 

your 
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your Account, if you cloſe with Chriſt as 
your Wiſdom, Rig bieaumeſr  Santtification, and a 
Redemption. 

11. [ would hope, that ſome Penitents are 
here: ſome, in whom that gracious Word has 
had its Accompliſhment, They fhall come with 
Weeping, and with Supplications will I lead them : 
Iwill cauſe them to walk by the Rivers of Waters, 
in a trait Way, wherein they ſhall not ſtumble ; for 
Iam a Father to Iſrael, and Ephraim is my Firſt. 
born, Jer. xxxi. 9. Come, then, to the Son 
of God, for the Merit that ſaves. Look to 
the Spirit of Grace for the Influence that 
ſanctifies. The lower you fall at the Feet of 
Chriſt crucified, the louder Praiſes are Angels 
ſinging for you above. Be glad, therefore, 
and of good Courage. God will never be 
exceded by Angels, in loving Kindneſs, and 
in tender Mercies. He will be very gracious 10 
thee at the Voice of thy Cry: when He ſhall bear it, 
He will anſwer thee, Iſa. xxx, 19. | 

2. Are any Backſliders hearing me to-day ? 
any, who, having formerly known the good 
Ways of God, are now become careleſs and 
forgetful of the Things belonging to their 
Peace? May this be the ſet Time for your 
Revival and Return, God your Redeemer 
lays, Awake, thou that ſfleepeſt ; and ariſe from 
the Dead, i. e. come out from among your 
evil Companions, renounce your ſinful Con- 


nections, revert to the People and to the Ordi- 
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ph. v. 14. He will reſtore to thee the Com: 
forts of his Spirit, and the Joy of his Salva. | 
tion, and thon ſhalt again ing in the Ways of 
the” Lord, that great is the Glory of the Lord, 
Pſalm cxxxviii. 5. Stay, O ſtay, no longer 
from thy Happineſs ! He, who received thee 
once, will receive thee anew, and Angels ſhall 
rejoice over thee afreſh, if the Cry of thy 
Heart be this, I will go, and return io my firfi 
Huſoand, for then it was Fetter with me than now, 
Hoſ. ii. 7. 

13. As Joy is in Heaven, on A of 
one Sinner that is born again, by ſpiritual 
Regeneration, into the Kingdom of Grace 
below; great muſt be the Joy, when a regene- 
rated Soul, looſed from the Pains and Diſhonots 
of its earthly Priſon, is born at Death, into | 
the Kingdom of Glory above. Every Saint, 
at his Departure out of the Body, is carried of 
and carried up, by Angels, into Abraham's Boſom, 
Luke xvi. admitted to the Sight of Chriſt, 
and introduced to the Fellowſhip and F amiliarity 
of Spirits that never fell, and of Spirits 
completely reſtored from- their Fall, Who 
can deſcribe the Joy, which obtains in Hea- 
ven, on ſuch felicitating Occafions as theſe ? 
The glorified Soul himſelf rejoices, that the ima- 


ginary Bitterneſs of Death is paſt, and that he 
js uy arrived at the Houſe not made with 


Hands. 


( 

Hands, Saints, who were antecedently landed 
on the Shores of Immortality, welcome their | 
Blood-bought Brother to his Throne. Angels, 
who had been Spectators of his Converſion 
upon Earth, and who lately acted as Vehicles 
to convey him to glory, congratulate his Admif- 

ſion into the Manſions of Bliſs. 

With profundeſt Reverence be it added, 
that All the three Perſons in the Gobhgap rejoice, 
when the infallible Deligns of Eternal Love 
are glorified in the actual and ultimate Salva- 
tion of a choſen Sinner. As the Bridegroom re- 
joiceth over the Bride, ſo will the Lord thy God rejoice 
over thee. Thou ſhalt alſo be a Crown of Glory 
in the Hands of the Lord; and a royal Diadem, in 
the Hands of thy God, 1fa xii. 3, 5- The Lord 
hath taken away thy Judgments, He hath caſt out 
thy Enemy: the King of Tfrael, even the Lord, is 
in the midſt of Thee, thou ſhalt not ſee Evil, any 
more.—The Lord thy God, in the mid} of thee, is 
mighty. He will ſave, He will rejoice over thee 
with Foy: He will reft in his Love. He will 
Joy over thee with ſinging, Zeph. iii. 15, 17. 

14. Still higher will be the Joy in Heaven, 
when the wHOLE ASSEMBLY of the Elef, without 
qne Abſentee, ſhall meet. and reign, and ſhine, 
and ing together, and 


« walk with God, i 
40 1 High i in Salvayion, and the Climes of e. | 


But 
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But I muſt let the Curtain drop. Who can 
paint what Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, 
nor hath entered into the Heart of Man to 
conceive? May free Grace give us at laſt, to 
know, by triumphant Experience, what this 
Bleſſedneſs means | f 

15, In order to that moſt deſirable End, let 
thoſe of us, who have not yet repented, beg of 
God to grant us, and to work in us, the ex- 
ceding great and precious Grace of effectual 
Calling. Let thoſe, in whom Repentance i 
wrought, beſeech the Holy Ghoſt to deepen it, 
Day by Day; and enable us, in every Part 
of our Lives and Converſations, to bring forth 
Fruits ſuitable to Repentance, Matt. iii. 8. In 
this Caſe, Angels will rejoice over Us, whilſt 
we live, and when we die. Happy Prelude, 
to our endleſs Rejoicing with Them in the Hea- 
ven of Heavens 

Thither, O Savior of Sinners, may thy 
BLoop and RIGHT EOUSNESS bring us. Thither 
may thy Holy Spixrr guide us, and thy InTer- 
cEsS10N keep us. Even unto Mount Sion, and 
the City of the living God, the heavenly Jeruſalem, 
and to the innumerable Company of ANGELS: 10 
the General Aſſembly, and Church of the Firft- Born, 
who were written in Heaven; and to Gov, the 
Fudge of All ; and to the Souls of juſt Men made 


Perfect; and to THYSELF, the Mediator of the 


New Covenant, Heb. xii. 22, 24. In the Hour 
of Death, ſmile and ſhine upon us. Revive us 
| EW with 
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with an Application of thoſe comfortable 
Words, The Sun ſhall be no more thy Light by Day; 
neither, for Brightneſs, ſhall the Moon give Light 
unto thee : but THE LORD ſhall be thy everlaſting 
Light, and Tay GOD thy Glory, Ia. Ix. 19. 
Yea, ſeal us to that Place, prepared for us 
before the Foundations of the World; and 
concerning which, Thou haſt told us, Rev. 
xxi. 23. The Glory of Gob deth lig ben ity and the 
LAMB is the Light thereof. 
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And the Lord ſaiv unto Satan, Mhente comeft thou? then 
Satan anſwered the Lord, and ſaid, From going to and fro on 
the Earth, and from walking up and downin it. Job. i. 7. 
My Name is Legion: for we are many, Mark v. g. 
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JAMES II. 19. 


THOU BELIEVEST THAT THERE IS ONE 
GOD. THOU . DOEST WELL. THE 
DEVILS ALSO BELIEVE, AND. TREM-- 
BLE. 1 


NE grand Motive, which induced St. 
James to write this Epiſtle, was, to 
ſtifke and repreſs a moſt dangerous Error, 
which, even in the Apoſtolic Times,. began 
to gain Ground among too many reputed Fol- 
lowers of Chriſt. 5 
This Error was, that a mere naked Aſent to 
the Truths of Chriſtianity, confidered as a 
Doctrinal Syſtem ; without having the Heart 
affected, and without having the Life ſanc- 
tified; would be ſufficient Evidence of their 
Salvation, and prove them Children of God. 
Againſt this moſt dangerous Deluſion, the 
' bleſſed Apoſtle James drew his Pen. And 
the principal Drift of this Epiſtle, is, not to 
counteract St. Paul (tor all the Divine Writers 
ſpeak one uniform, harmonious Language); 
but, merely, to ſhew the Deluſion which the, 
Gneſtics, who were the Antinomians of that Age, 
| were 
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were under: and to prove, that ſomerhing, 
more weighty and more_ſubſtantial, than mere 
Head-knowledge, is requiſite to ſtamp us Heirs 
of God, and joint Heirs with Chriſt. _ I 
Hence we find the Apoſtle, at the 14th 
Verſe, aſking, What does it profit, my Brethren, 
though a Man ſay be hath Faith, and hath mt 
Works? Can Faith ſave him? Obſerve, with 
what Caution St. James expreſſes himſelf, 
He does not ſay, what will it profit a Man, 
© to have Faith without Works ?* for he kney 
That to be impoſſhble, But the Words are, 
What will it profit a Man, to 8av that be bath 
Faith without Worts? There is a vaſt Difference, 
between believing, and ſaying we believe. The 
Man, who profeſſes himſelf a Believer, muft 
offer ſomething more ſolid than his own ipſe 
dixit, than a mere verbal Profeſſion, if he wiſhes 
to be credited by thoſe to whom that Profeſſion 
is made. Was I to affirm that I am poſſeſſed 
of a neat Hundred Thouſand per Annum; 
not one of you would believe me. And why? 
becauſe I have nothing to ſhew for it. I have 
no- Writings to produce, as my authentic 
Vouchers. By the ſame Rule, when a Man 
comes to you or me, and ſays, I have Faith; 
it is very natural for us to aſk, Vbere are your 
Works? If thou haſt Faith, thou haſt it to thy- 
ſelf before God. Faith is an hidden Principle, 
till rendered viſible by a holy Life and Con- 


verſation. What does it profit a man barely to fa) 
| that 
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phat he has Faith? It profits a Man much, to have 
Faith: for if he has Faith, he will alſo have a 
Life correſpondent to the Holineſs of that 
leading Grace, Indeeed, a Man can never be 
holy, till he has Faith. To them, ſays Chriſt, 
who are SANCTIFIED by FAITH that is in me. 
There is no ſuch Thing as real Holineſs wich- 
out Faith; and there is no ſuch Thing as true 
Faith, without Holineſs. Theſe two always 
go together - and none, but a viſionary Self- 
deceiver, or an intentional Hypocrite, would 
ever wiſh to put them aſunder. Can Faith, 
that is, can a bare Profeſſion of Faith, /ave him, 
or prove him to be in a ſaved State? Far from 
it. Profeſſion, will only ſink us deeper into 
Condemnation at laſt, unleſs God give us to 
feel and to poſſeſs thoſe Graces, to which our 
Lips lay claim. Here, a Phariſee may ſtep 
in, and aſk, But will not wokks ſave us? In- 
deed they will not. Mill not Faith and Works 
TOGETHER ſave us? No. Faith is the Evidence 
not the Cauſe, of Salvation : juſt as Works are 
the Evidence, not the Cauſe, of Faith. 

I obſerved, at another End of the Town, 
this Morning; and J will repeat the Obſerva- 
tion here; That the Religion of IE Sus CHRIST 
ſtands eminently diſtinguiſhed, and eſſentially 
differenced, from every other Religion that 
was ever prop pſed to Human Reception, by 
this remarkable Peculiarity; That, look abroad 
in the World, and you will find, that every 
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Religion, except One, puts you upon Doing 
ſomething, in Order to recommend yourſelf to Gad. 
A Mahometan expects to be ſaved by his 
Works. A Socinian thinks to go to Heaven, 
by his Works. A Papiſt looks to be juſtified, 
by his Works. A Freewiller hopes for Salva- 
tion, by his Works, Compliances, Endeavors, 
and Perſeverance. A Pagan, if he believes 
that there 1s a future State, expects to be happy 
hereafter, by Virtue of the ſuppoſed - Good he 
does, and of the Evil he leaves undone. A 
Myſtic has the ſame Hope, and ſtands on the 
ſame ſad Foundation. It is only the Religion 
of CHRisF, which runs counter to all the reſt, 
by affirming, that we are ſaved, and called with 
an Holy Calling, Nor according to our WORKS, 
but according to the Father's own PuRPosE and 
GRACE, which was | not ſold out to us on certain 
Conditions to be fulfilled by ourſelves, but 
was | given us, in Chriſt, before the World began, 
2 lim. i. 19. It was long ago remarked, by 
a good Man, that „It is the Buſineſs of all 
e falſe Religions, to patch up a Righteouſneſs, in 
e which the Sinner is to ſtand before God.“ 
But it is the Buſineſs of the glorious Gospzl, 
to bring near to us, by the Hand of the Holy 
Spirit, 4 RIGHTEOUSNESS ready wrought; A 
Robe of Perfection, ready made; wherein 
God's People, to all the Purpoles of Juſtifica» 
tion and Happineſs, ſtand perfect and without 
Fault before his Throne, | 
You 
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You may object, if that is the Caſe, if we 
© are ſaved and juſtified, entirely, by a Righte- 
* ouſneſs IMPUTED; to what Purpoſe are thoſe 
good Works, which the Bible every where 
* inculcates, and which the Chapter, from 
* whence the Text has been read, ſo particularly 
* enforces the Practice of ?? ] anſwer, that, as 
Robes and a Coronet do NoT conSTITUTE a Peer, 
but are Enſigns and Appendages of his Peerage, 
(for the WiLL of the Sovereign is the grand 
efficient Cauſe, which elevates a Commoner 
to noble Rank); and as the very Patent of 
Creation 1s only an authentic Manifeſto, not 
cauſal, but declarative, of the King's Pleaſure 
to make his Subject a Nobleman: juſt fo, 
good Works do not make us alive to God; nor 
Juſtify us before Him; nor exalt us to the 
Dignity and Felicity of Cceleſtial Peerage: 
they are but the Robes, the Coronet, and the 
Manifeſto, ſhining in our Lives and Converſa- 
tions; and making evident, to all around us, 
that we are, indeed, and in Truth, caosen to 
Salvation, JuSTIFIED through Chriſt, and RENEW- 
ED by the Holy Ghoſt. 

I need not apprize you, that the Generality 
of thoſe who are dead to God, either think, 
or pretend to think, that We who preach, and 
You who believe, abſolute Salvation by the 
finiſhed Atonement, and the finiſhed Obedience 
of Jeſus Chriſt, reſted on by Faith alone; 


are opening the Flood-gates to Licen- 
| D 2 « tiouſnels, 
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* tiouſneſs, and annihilating the Neceſſity of 
Good Works.” | 

I would wiſh you to notice the J[nconfiſtency 
of thoſe Objections, . with which worldly 
People aſſail the Goſpel of the GRACE of God, 
Acts xx. 24. One while, they tell us, that 
we are righteous overmuch, and are more godly 
than we nerd to be. At another Time, we are 
for no Good Works at all, but make void the 
Law through Faith. Now, theſe two Cavils, 
effectually, and prima Facie, demoliſh each 
other, llike two equal contrary Forces in 
Natural Philoſophy. Would it not be very 
abſurd, if I was to ſay of a Lady, that ſhe is, 
literally, as ſtrait as an Arrow, and as crooked 
as a Rainbow, 

They, who are acquainted with themſelves, 
with the Love of Chriſt, and with the Holi- 
neſs of the Moral Law; know and feel, that, 
ſo far from doing too much, they can never do 
enough for God. This Knowledge and Per- 
ſuaſion effectuallß cut up the two incohæ- 
rent Objections above- mentioned. On one 
Hand, we cannot, even in Speculation, be 
negligent of Good Works: ſince we conſider, 
and are zealous for them, as the grand viſible 
Indications of our Appointment to eternal 


, Glory.—On the other, a Senſe of thoſe immenſe 


Deficiencies which attend our beſt Obedience, 
operates as a molt powerful Inducement to 
the unintermitted Performance of as much 


Good 
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Good as we can, Not that we are hereby 
juſtified. For, as I have often aſked (and I 
ſhall continue to reiterate the Quzſtion, as 
long as I can ſpeak for God; where is the 
Man that ever fulfilled the Law of God? Let 
us only bring ourſelves to the Teſt of the 
ſecond Table, whoſe Præcepts are all ſummed 
up in this, Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbor as thy- 
ſelf. Since the Fall, no Man ever did this, 
but Jeſus Chriſt. 

As I was going through Holborn, the other 
Day, I ſaw an Houſe on Fire. The Mob 
were aſſembled, and the Engines were playing. 
I felt, with great Tenderneſs, for the immediate 
Sufferers. Yet it inſtantly occurred to me, that 
I was not ſo deeply concerned, as when I lately 
ſaw my own Houſe in a ſimilar Danger. What 
was the Reaſon? Becauſe I do not love my 
Neighbor as myſeif. And, was there nothing 
elſe, to exclude me from Juſtification by my 
own Righteouſneſs; I ſhould know, from this 
Circumſtance alone, that it is utterly impoſſible 
for me to be accepted of God, and entitled to 
Heaven, through my &defeftive Conformity to 
the moral Law. 

In the Proſecution of his Argument, St. 
James puts a very obvious Caſe: a Caſe, 
which, I am afraid, happens almoſt every 
Day. If a Brother or Siſter be naked, and deſtitute 
of daily Food; and one of you ſay unto them, Depart 
in Peace! be ye warmed, and filled! notwithſtand- 
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ing, ye give them not thoſe Things which are needful 
to the Body: what does it profit? Intimating, 
that, as a String of ſmooth, canting Words, 
unaccompanied by ſubſtantial Reliet, conveys 
no Service to a diſtreſſed Petitioner, and is no 
deciſive Proof of Benevolence in the Speaker 


ſo, an empty, unactive Profeſſion of Faith, 


without a Heart and Life devoted to God, 
and to the Good of Mankind, will ſtand us 
in no Stead at all. The Apoſtle himſelf makes 
the Application: Even ſo, Faitb, if is hath not 
Works, is dead, being alone. Are we to infer 
from this, that Works cauſe us to live, in the 
Sight of God? No. It would ſound very odd 
in your Ears, and with very good Reaſon, if 
I was to affirm, that I am zherefore alive, becauſe 
I have the Honor of Preaching before you 
this Afternoon.. No. My Preaching does not 
make me alive. It only ſhews that I do live. 
Since, if I did not live, I could neither move, 
nor ſpeak, nor act. In like Manner, holy 
Works do not endue us with Life. They only 
prove us to be ſpiritually alive, if the Spirit 
of God has enabled us, from right Principles, 
and to right Ends, thus to bring forth Fruit 
to his Honor and Praiſe. 
The Goodneſs of the Fruit does not MAKE, 
but diſcover and declare, the Goodneſs of the 
Tree: fince, if this were not good, it could 
not produce good Fruit. The Purity of a 
Stream does not make the Fountain' pure, but 
5 proves 
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proves it to be ſo. All that we can poſſibly 
ſay and do for God, contribute not one Jot 
or Tittle to the Acquiſition either of ſpiritual 
or of eternal Life, but only make known that 
he has infuſed into our Souls the Breath of 
ſupernatural regenerating Grace, by the power- 
ful Miniſtration of the Holy Ghoſt. 

A Man may ſay, adds the Apoſtle, thou baſt 
Faith, and I have Works. Shew me thy Faith, 
without thy Works: as much as to ſay, I defy 
thee to do it: Faith can only be ſhewn, by 
the good Works which it produces. There. 
fore, I will ſhew thee (and every true Believer 
ſays the ſame) I will ſhew thee my Faith, by my 
Works: I will adduce Theſe, to demonſtrate the 
Reality of That. 

Thou believeſt that there is one God, thou dbeſt 
well: this is very right, ſo far as it goes: but 
remember, that zhe Devils alſo believe this, toge- 
ther with a great deal more, and i/remble,Þ, The 
Faith of a DeisT (which is all ultimately 
reſolvable into this ſolitary Article, I believe 
that here is one God) is, at beſt, but a ſmall 
Part of the Dx vil's Creed; and, if it procede 
no farther, will leave the Soul infinitely ſhort 
of everlaſting Salvation, 

In the Text, there are three Objects of 
Enquiry : | 

J. Who are the Devils, here mentioned? 

IT. What it is that they believe, and how far 


their Faith goes ? 
III. In 
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III. In what Reſpects their Faith differs from 
the Faith of God's Elect, or from that Faith 
which the Holy Spirit breathes into vey 
converted Heart? | 

I. By the Devils, here referred to, we are 
doubtleſs to underſtand that whole Body of 
apoſtate Spirits, whoſe Names were not in the 
Book of Life, and who were therefore per. 
mitted to fall from that State of Holineſs, 
Dignity, and Happineſs, in which they were 
originally made. 

Our Text ſtyles them Devils, dzimoric : pro- 
bably, from their Depth of Sil, and from 
the exquiſite Subtilty of their Knowledge, At 
what preciſe Point of Time the Angels, and 
theſe among the reſt, were created ; and whether 
their Creation was ſucceſſive, or ſimultaneous; 
cannot, perhaps, be exactly aſcertained from 
Scripture: which only informs us, at large, 
that, within the firſt fix Days, the Heavens and 
the Earth were finiſhed, and all tbe HosTs of them. 
St. Auſtin thinks, that the Angels were called 
into Being, when God ſaid, Let there be Light. 
And- it ſeems extremely certain, from a Pal- 
ſage in the Book of Job, that the Angels were 
created before our Part of the Univerſe, or 
that terraqueous Globe which we inhabit, 
was completely formed into its preſent State. 
For we read, that no ſooner was this Portion 
of our own Solar Syſtem moulded into its 
FOR Scheme, than 9 5 the 


"Fabric, 


ns We ES” mms * 1— 


1 


Fabric, and bleſſed the Builder. IV hereupon 
are the Foundations of [the Earth] faſtened? or 
who laid the Corner: ſtone thereof ® When the Morning 
Stars ſang together, and all the Sons of God ſhouted 
for Joy, Job. xxxviii. 6, 79. Who were thoſe 
Sons of God? The Angels of Light: ſtyled 
Morning Stars, from their Purity, their Dignity, 
their Excellency, and Glory; and Sons of God, 
becauſe they were of God's own immediate 
Creation, f 

It is likewiſe plain, that the Fall of a vaſt 
Number of theſe unembodied Spirits, was 
antecedent, to the Fall at leaſt, if not to the 
Creation, of Man. For we read, in the 
only authentic Account of the Origin of 
Evil, any where extant; that, one of theſe 
Apoſtate Spirits was the Being, who, in a bor- 
rowed Form, ſeduced the Mother of the Human 
Race, 

Should it be aſked, How came any Part 
© of thoſe Angels, who were created in ſuch 
© a State of natural and moral Excellence, 
* to make Shipwreck of their Holineſs, of 
their Majeſty, and of their Joy?“ 1 anſwer, 
that the Origin of Evil, whether among Angels 
(with whom Evil ſeems, ſtrictly, to have 
originated), or among Men, is the moſt difficult | 
Quæſtion, perhaps, and the moſt myiterious 
Part of the divine Conduct, that ever yet pre- 
ſented itſelf to human Inveſtigation. Clouds 
and Darkneſs are the Seat of its Reſidence ; 

though 


1 
though Wiſdom, Goodneſs, and Juſtice, were 


certainly (in a Manner unknown to Us) the 


Motives to its Permiſhon, 

It becomes us, probably, on ſuch an Occaſion 
as this, to repreſs the Sallies of Imagination, and 
to clip the Wings of idle Curioſity. It may be, 
that we cannot anſwer the Queſtion, in better 
Words, than in thoſe of our Lord, Even ſo, 
Father ! for ſo it ſeemed gord in thy Sight, We 
may, perhaps, venture to ſurmiſe, that, accord- 
ing to our preſent Views and Apprehenſions of 
Things, the divine Perfections could not have 
been man feſted in equal Glory and to equal 
Advantage, if nothing but abſolute and uniform 
Good had univerſally and immutably prevailed, 
] was greatly pleaſ-d ſome Days ago, with the 
Remark of a pious and learned Friend, who, in 
the couiſe of our free Converſation on this Sub- 
5:&, ob rved, that, „Had Evil never been 
e permitted, how could the JusTice of God 
ce have been glorified, in puniſhing it? how could 
« the Wispom of God have been diſplayed, in 
* over-ruling it? how could the Goopness of 
„God have been manifeſted, in pardoning and 
&* forgiving it? and how could? the Power of 
« God have been exerted, in ſubduing it?“ Here, 
Probably, is our ue plus ultra, on this Subject; 
till we ripen into that Fullneſs of Knowledge, 
which awaits us at God's Right Hand, Till 
our diſimpriſoned Spirits riſe into a ſuperior 
State, it becomes us to confeſs our Ignorance 

and 
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and Incompetency, and to addreſs the Uncreated 
Cauſe of all Things, in thoſe Words of (I think) 
good Biſhop Hooyer, a few Moments before 
his Martyrdom, ** Lord, I am Darkneſs, but thou 
« ort Light !”* 

Should it be enquired, Mat particular Crime 
it was, which drew on the fallen Angels that 
Indignation and Wrath, that Tribulation and 
Anguiſh, which, we read, will be their Portion? 
we are not, perhaps, altogether in the Dark, as 
to that, For where St. Paul obſerves, that, 
1 Tim. iii. 6. @ Biſhop ſhould not be a Novice, 
[ve, newly converted, or lately implanted into 
Chriſt], but a Perſon of Gravity, and Wiſdom, - 
and long Experience in the Ways of God; the 
Reaſon aſſigned, is, leſt a raw unfledged Biſhop, 
being lifted up with PRIDE, ſhou'd fall into the Con- 
demnation of the Devil. From whence it ſeems, 
that Pride and Se!f-admiration were the imme- 
diate Sins, which rendered Satan and his 
Angels obnoxious to the Vengeance of the 
Almighty. 

St. Jude likewiſe, in the 6th Verſe of his 
Epiſtle, gives us ſome Inſight into the Nature 
of the Sin committed by thole degenerate Spi- 
rits. The Angels, ſays he, who kept not their fuft 
Eſtate (Ty t£culwy σ nu, their own Proper and 
original Principality), but leſt their own Habitation; 
who were not ſatisfied with that Rank in the 
Scale of being, and with that Degrec of Know- 
ledge, Dignity, and Bliſs, aſſigned them by 


crcatirg 


(60) 


creating Wiſdom, but left their own Station, 
and deſerted the Poſt in which their Maker 
placed them; He has reſerved, in everlaſting 
Chains, under Darkneſs, to the Judgement of the 
Great Day. Whence we may ſoberly conclude, 
that the original Sin of the apoſtate Angels was a 
Compound of Pride, on one hand; and of 
Murmuring on the other. 

Diſcontent is the Daughter of Pride. Every 
diſcontented Heart is a proud Heart. Inſtead 
of being angry with Providence, for not making 
us greater than we are; the meaneſt Perſon of 
us all, if he rightly knew himſelf and God, 
would fall low at his Foot-ſtool, and adore 


Him, for condeſcending to beſtow any Thought 
upon us, or to take any Care of us, whatever, 


As I once heard a valuable Perſon remark, 


God is often better to us, than our Fears; 


* and always better to us than we deſerve.” — 


We ſhould be perfe#ly at Eaſe, under every poſ- 


ſible Combination of Circumſtances; if we 
could but give Credit to infinite Wiſdom for 
doing all Things well“. 


* « Preſumptuous Man! the Reaſon would'ſt thou find, 
% Why form'd ſo weak, ſo little, and ſo blind? 
« Firit, if thou can'ſt, the harder Reaſon gueſs, 
&« Why form'd no weaker, blin er, and no leſs! 


« Ask. of thy mother Earth, Why Oaks were made 


« Taller and ironger than the Weeds they ſhade ? 
% Or aſk, of yonder argent Fields above, 
t Why Jove's Sattellites are leſs than Jove ?” 
| Pop. 


So me 


E 


Some there are in the World, who ſagely 
laugh at the very Mention of Devils. Theſe 
illuminated Rationaliſts cannot bring themſelves 
to believe, that taere are any ſuch Beings. 
Let me, therefore, juſt drop a curſory Hint, 
as to the ſcriptural Evidences, and the philo- 
ſophic Reaſonableneſs, of the Article now in 
Quæſtion. 

(1.) There is nothing unſcriptural, in that 
Doctrine which aſſerts the real and literal Exiſ- 
tence of degraded and malevolent unembodied 
Spirits, who retain, amidſt all the Loſſes and 
Horrors inſeparable from their fallen State, 
a very extenſive Portion of Knowledge, Subtilty, 
and Power. The Bible is ſo far from denying 
this, that, from the firſt to the laſt of the in- 
ſpired Books, it gives us a large Account both 
of theſe Spirits themſelves, and of their various 
Operations, Yea, the Bible is the only Source, 
from whence any Thing certain can be gathered, 
concerning their Exiſtence, their Hiſtory, and 
their Activity. 

(2.) There is nothing «nphiloſophical, in the 
Scripture Account of theſe nefarious Agents. 
The whole Univerſe conſiſts of MarrTrER and 
SPIRITS, The poſitive Exiſtence of Matter 
(though it be incapable of abſolute Demonſtra- 
tion, ſtrictly ſo called, yet) will not admit of 
a Moment's reaſonable Doubt: and with regard 
to Spirit, we muſt commence Atheiſts at once, 
ere we can deny the real Exiſtence of That. 

God 
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God the Father is an unembodied Spirit. God 
the Son, prior to his Incarnation, was an unem- 
bodied Spirit. God the Holy Ghoſt is an unem- 
bodied Spirit. Angels are unembodied Spirits. 
The glorified Souls of the departed Elect are dif. 
embodied Spirits. 

Moreover, by the ſame Rule, that there are 
good unem bodied Spirits; why may there not 
be evil unem bodied Spirits? where is the Abſur. 
dity of this Belief? (I now conſider it, merely, 
in a rational Point of View). If it be Atheiſm, 
to deny the Exiſtence of good unembodied Spi- 
rits; then is it not totally unreaſonable, to 
deny the Exiltence of bad unembodied Spi- 


rits ? 
We know, that there are good embodied Spi- 


rits, and bad embodied Spirits, upon Earth : viz, 
good Men and Women, and bad Men and 
Women. Now, what is a Man or a Woman? 
an immaterial Ray, if I may ſo ſpeak, united 
to a Machine of Duſt; a deathleſs Spirit, im- 
plunged in a Maſs of dying Matter. And 
why may not that Spirit exiſt, when the Mat- 
ter is dropped? that Matter, which is ſo fax 
from ennobling, that, at the beſt of Times, it 
hangs as a dead Weigbt upon the incarnated 

Angel within ! | 
I will go ſtill farther : and declare it as my 
ſtedfaſt and mature Belief, not only that there 
are unembodied Spirits; but alſo that, upon 
lome ſpecial Occaſions, un- embodied Spirits, 
and 
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and diſ-embodied Spirits have been permitted, 
and may again, to render themſelves viſible and 
audible. 

There is nothing abſurd in the e 
Theory of Apparitions. I do not ſuppoſe, that 
one Story in an Hundred of this Kind, is true. 
But I am ſpeaking, as to the naked Pefſitility 
of ſuch Phanomina. And this I am ſatisfied 
of, that, if a Spirit (like mine, or your's, For 
inſtance), even while ſhut up in a Priſon of 
Fleſh, can render itſelf and its Operations per- 
ceptible to other Spirits, through the Medium 
of the Senſes; and it the bodily Powers, quick 
and acute as they are in ſome Men; be at beſt 
but very incommodious Engines of . mental 
Action, and (on the Sum total) rather clog and 
impede and embarraſs both the Faculties and 
the Exertions of the Soul, which yet can do 
ſuch great Things, even while in Connection 
with ſo feeble and depreſſing a Vehicle as now 
hangs about Us; where is the Unreaſenableneſs 
of believing (yea, how great is the Unreaſonable- 
neſs of not believing) that a Soul, diſimpriſoned 
and diſentangled from this Burden of the Fleſh, 
is (fo far from loſing the Powers it had) abux- 
dantly MoRE at Liberty to make itſelf perceived, 
than when it was connected into one Compoli- 
tum with a material Habitation ? 

As I have ventured, with that intentional 
Humility which becomes me, to ſet before you 
my Judgment concerning the Doctrine of Appa- 

ritions; 
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ritions; permit me, a Moment longer, to digrely 
from the immediate Subjects of our Text, 
while I remind you of two very remarkable 
Scripture Examples, quite in Point to the Caſe 
in Hand. 

(1.) Eliphaz, the Temanite, gave the follow. 
ing Relation of a Spectre, which he himſelf both 
ſaw and heard. Job vi. 13, &c. In Thoughts 
from the Viſions of the Night, when deep Sleep falleth 
on Men; Fear came upon me, and Trembling, which 
made all my Bones to ſhake. Then A SPIRIT paſſed 
before my Face. The Hair of my Fleſh flood up. 
Ir flood flill, but I could not (diſtinctly and per. 
fect y) diſcern the Form thereof : (1 can only fay, 
in general Terms, that) an Image was before mine 
Eyes. There was Silence (deep and ſolemn, all 
around, while the Spirit ſpake); and I heard 4 
Voice, ſaying, Shall mortal Man be more juſt than 
God? ſhall a Man be more pure than his Maker ? 
Or, as others render it, Shall mortal Man be juf 
before God? ſhall Man be pure, in the Preſence of 
bis Maker ? No: nothing can conſtitute us juſt, 
in HIS Eyes, but the Imputation of Chriſt's 
perfect Righteouſneſs. Nor can any Thing 
reſtore us, inchoatively on Earth, and com- 
pletely in Heaven, to the Purity of God's Image; 
but the Omnipotent Agency of God's ſanctify- 
ing Spirit. 

(2.) Carry back your Views to our Lokp's 
Transfiguration on Mount Tabor, Luke ix. 29, 


30, 31. and you will read of, not one only, 
but 
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but two Perſons, who deſcended for a while 
from Heaven to Earth, appearing viſibly to, 
and conver fing audibly with, the Son of God and 
three of his Diſciples, A. Jzsvs prayed, the 
Faſhion of his Countenance was altered, and his Rai= 
ment became white and glittering. And, behold, 
there talked with Him two Men, who were Moſes 
and Elijah : who appeared in Glory; and ſpake 
of His Deceaſe, which he ſhould — at Feru- 
alem. 

git ſuch holy, from ſuch 3 from 
ſuch glorified Beings, as Moſes and Elias; I 
revert, for the preſent, to thoſe malignant Spi- 
rits, of whom our Text ſpeaks; to the Devils, 
who, Believe and tremble. Spirits, of a very dif- 
ferent Caſt from thoſe above ! [ Spirits, who are 
bound down, under the Chains of Divine 
Providence, and now impriſoned at large, in 
the Atmoſphere that ſurrounds our Globe, 
till the great Audit comes, when they ſhall 
be turned into Hell, together with all who fer- 
get God, and obey not the Goſpel of our Lord Feſus 
Chriſt. 

II. T now proceed to the ſecond Enquiry : 
viz. What it is, that theſe Devils believe? and 
How FAR their Faith goes ? 

To which I anſwer, in general, that the Devils 
are incomparably more orthodox, than 19 in 20 
of our modern Divines. Do you think there 
is ſuch. a Being as an 4rian Devil? or a Socinian 
Devil? or a Sabellian? Is there an Anti-Trimia- 
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rian among the Devils? or an Arminian? or 2 
Pelagian?. No. They endeavor to ſeduce Men 
into thoſe Hereſies: but they are too well 
informed, to be ſpeculatively heterodox, them- 
ſelves. 

They believe the Exiſtence of God, and 
that God is one. So the Text may be ren- 
dered : Tl: ou believeſt, iri s Otos #15 li, that Gad is 
One in Nature and Eſſence : the Devils likewiſe 
believe as much; and that, in the Unity of 
this Godhead, there is a Co-Exiſtence of Three 
diſtin, eternal, and conſubſtantial, and equal 
Perſons. 

Satan and his Angels Believe alſo, and tremble 
in. believing, that the szcond of the Divine 
Perſons aſſumed the Nature of Man; and, by 
the Perfection of his Obedience and Atonement, 
ſecured the Juſtification and completed the 
Redemption of every elect Sinner. 

They know, too, that the Covenant-Office 
and Bulineſs of the Holy GrosT, is, to 
quicken, to convert, and bring to eternal 
Life, all thoſe who are elected by God the 
Father, and ſprinkled with the Blood of 1 
Chriſt. 

They know, that the Bible is the unerring 
Word of God: that every Syllable. of it is 
true: and that a Time ſhall come, when they 
themſelves ſhall be arraigned at the Meſfiah's 
Bar, and receive Sentence for all the Evil they 
have done, and for the Evil which they. have 
5 prevailed 
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prevailed on Men to do. They believe this, 
and tremble : peroourn, they are all in Horror, Com- 
motion, and Confuſion. The Term is borrowed 
from that violent, convulſive Fermentation, 
_which agitates the Ocean, when it is wrought 
and laſhed into all the Turbulence and Rage 
of total Tempeſt, 

Thus do theſe once dignified, but now 
degraded Spirits, believe with all the Certainty 
of Demonſtration, and tremble with all the 
horrrible Magnificence of Angelic Fury and 
Deſpair. They wait, with anxious Dread, the 
Enuntiation of that Sentence, which-they know 
they muſt receive, from the Lips of that incar- 
nate God, whoſe Crucifixion was brought about 
through their Inſtigation. They aſked him, 
in the Days of his Fleſh; Art thou come to tors 
ment us, before the Time? Matt. viii. 29. And 
they ſtill tremble, at the ſure Expectation of 
what they are to ſuffer, when they have filled 
up the Meaſure of their Iniquities, and the 
deſtined Seaſon of their Torment is come. 

What was obferved, a few Minutes ago; 
concerning the Orthodoxy of Devils; holds, I 
doubt not, equally true; of every. human Soul 
now in Hell. When the departed Spirits, of 
unregenerate Men, do (figuratively ſpeaking) 
open their Eyes in Torments; they, at the ſame 
Time, open their Eyes on the Truths of God. 
There is not an Arian, a Socinian, a Sabellian, a 
Pelogian, or an Arminian, weltering in that * 
E 2 o 
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bf Fire. As there are no Heretics in Heaven; 


fo there are none in Hell. It is only on Earth, 
that Men have the dreadful Prærogative of 
out-finning the very Devils themſelves. 
Do not, however, miſtake me, as though l 


meant to paſs Sentence of Condemnation on 


any of my Fellow- Creatures. Whether the 
Souls of ſuch Men as Arius, Socinus, and Armi- 
nius, who certainly trampled the Goſpel Syſtem 
under their Feet, and were the artful and inde» 
fatigable Inſtruments of diſſeminating the moſt 
pernicious Errors; 1 ſay, whether the departed 
Souls of ſuch Herefiarchs and Heretics as theſe, 
are ſaved or loſt (which is among the fecret 
Things that belong to God); I will venture 
to declare, that Arius is Nor an Arian now, 
Sabellius is vr now a Sabellian. The two 
Socinus's are NOT now Socinians. Pelagius is no 
longer a Pclagian, nor Manes a Manichæan. 
Arminius is not an Arminian, nor docs Kotllus 
any longer diſpute the eternal Generation of the 
Son of God. | 

III. Let us conſider, In what Reſpects does 
the Faith of Devils DirrerR from the evangelical 
Faith of the Scints, or from that Faith which! i 
the Operation of God? Col. ii. 12. "i 

Much, every way: but, chicfly in theſe, 

(1.) The Faith of the Devils 1s only a mere 
Aſent of the Underſtanding, unaccompanied 
by any cordial Conſent of the Will and Aﬀec- 
tions, to the Truth: a Faith, without Regard 
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to Chriſt, or any Concern for the Glory of 
God. They diſcern the Traces of infinite Wiſ- 
dom, ſhining in the Goſpel Plan; but they 
feel nothing of Chriſt's Suitableneſs and Love- 
lineſs. They ſpeculatively ſee, but it is only 
to hate and blaſpheme (and, if it were poſlible, 
to counteraF), the Covenant-Deſigns of the 
Trinity reſpecting the Salvation of Sinners, 

Sorry I am, to obſerve, that we have ſome 
Profeſſors, among ourſelves, who are for ſhutting 
out all Feelings of Grace for Chriſtian Expe- 
rience. I dare do no ſuch Thing. On the 
contrary, I am perſuaded, that, if a cold, dry, 
ent to the written Word be that Faith which 
is connected with Salvation; all the Devils in 
Hell, are and muſt be, Cl ildren of God. But I 
cannot bring myſelf to have ſo good an Opinion 
of Satan and his Legions, Nor, conſequently, 
can I ſuppoſe that Faith to be ſaving, which has 
nothing to do with /piritual Feelings. 

If once the Feeling, or inward Perception, of 
God's Spirit, John xvi. 8. as a Covnvinces of 
Sin, and of Righteouſneſs, and of S-nTifiation, 
were to be excluded from Faith; there would 
preſently be an End of all vital Religion, and 
the Power of Godlineſs would take its Flight 
from that Day forward. What. is Conviction of 
Sin? it is no Conviction to me, unleſs I feel 
myſelf convinced of my Sinfulneſs and Inability. 
What is Convifion of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs * no 
Conviction at all to me, unleſs I feel the Neceſ- 
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ſity and Value of that Righteoufneſs. What 
are the Comforts of the Holy Spirit? no Comforts 
at all to me, except I feel them. Unfelt Confola. 
tion is a Contradiction in Terms. 

Hence our * Church teaches us to pray, that 
by the Light of the ſame Holy Spirit, who taught 
and illumimed the Diſciples in the Day of Pen- 
recoſt, Me, too, may have a rigb Judgment in all 
Things pertaining to God; and be enabled, ever- 
more 10 regoice in His holy Comfort, But how, 
can we rejoice in the Comfort of the Holy Ghoſt, 
unleſs we FEEL and PER IVS his Viſitations? 
where is the Enthuſiaſm of believing, that t 
bleſſed Spirit of God can make my Soul fi 


no leſs vividly, than the Impreſſions of outward 


Objeas can make my Soul perceive, through 


the Organs of Senſation? Putting Scr1pTurE 


quite out of the Quæſtion, I am bold to aſſert, 
that no C:zurcyMan can reprobate religious 


Feelings, without reprobating the CHURCH at 


the ſame Time. For, in the 17th Article, 
upon Elefion, or Predeſtination unto Life, the 
Church roundly affirms, that The Godly Conſidera- 
tion of our ELECTION and PRADESTINATION in 
Chriſt, is full of SWEET, PLEASANT, and UNSPEAK- 
ABLE COMFORT to godly Perſons, and to fuch as 
PEEL in themſelves the Workings of the Spirit of 


Cris. May we feel theſe Workings, more 


$ Colle for Whicſunday, 


and 
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and more, mortifying the Deeds of the Fleſh, and 
drawing up our Minds to high and heavenly Things! © 
(2.) The Faith of the Devils is a Faith with- 
out Repentance. Though they ſaw- ſomething 
of the Glory of God, before they fell; yet, 
they do not repent of having fallen, My Mean- 
ing is, they do not repent of having offended 
Cod; though the Fear of Puniſhment, reſulting 
from Self-Love, may make them wiſh they had 
not ſinned, | 
(3.) Their's is a Faith without Love. Their 
Language, to the Almighty, is, Depart from 
us, for we defire not the Knowledge of thy Ways. 
Whereas the Cry of thoſe, who are endued w:th 
the Faith of God's Elkf, Tit. i. 1. is, Like as 
the Hart panteth after the Water Brooks, ſo longeth 
nty Soul after Thee, O God, Plalm xlii. 1. | 
(4.) The Diabolic Faith is an Antinomian 
Faith: a Faith without Holineſs, a Faith with- 
out good Works, Whereas the Faith of God's 
People is a Faith inſeparably connected with 
Holineſs, and infallibly praductive of prac- 
tical Obedience. Whoever has St. Paur's 
Faith, will and muſt have St. James's Works. 
(5.) The Faith of Devils, is a Faith without 
Defire. But that Faith, which the Holy Ghoſt 
works in the Hearts of his Pcople, cauſes them 
earneſtly to defire the Favor, the Presexce, 
and the IMAGE, of God in Chriſt, Nothing 
will ſatisfy a renewed Soul, but Communion with 
God, and Conformity to Him. | | 
E 4 (6.) The 
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(6. ) The Faith of Devils is a Faith without 
Reliance. Though they know the Mercy of 
God to be immenſe, and though tney ſee the 
Merits of Jeſus Chriſt to be all- ſufficient; yet 
they have .not one Grain of Reliance, nor wiſh 
they to rely, either upon the One or upon the 
Other. Whereas they, who believe through 
Grace, Acts xviii. 27. are enabled, in ſome 
Degree, to truſt the Goodneſs, the Covenant, 
and the Promiſe, of God: to ruſt the Blood, 
and Obedience, and Mediation, of Chriſt : to 
Yruſt the Grace, the Power, and Faithfulneſs, 
of the Holy Choſt. They truſt a little, and 
wiſh they could truſt more. They build a 
little, and wiſh they could build higher and 
deeper, on the Merits of Chriſt, They not 
only give their Aſent to the Hiſtory of His 
Obedience and Sufferings; but rely upon them, 
and take Shelter under them, as the - ſole pro- 
curing Cauſe of Pardon and Salvation. 

() While the Devils believe againſt their 
Wills, and wiſh they were not forced to believe 
fo much; the Saints believe with their Hearts 


unto Juſtification, and are ever crying. 4 
incrtaſe our Faith |! 


(8.) The Falth of the Infernal Spirits a 
not look to the Influences of the Holy "Ghoſt. 
Whereas that Faith, which the Holy Ghoſt 
inſpires, ag it comes from him, ſo it leads to 
him; and cauſes the Soul to /ze, and to feel, 

* to ä * all its * all its Holi- 
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neſs, and all its Happineſs, are treaſured up 
in the faithful Hands of that holy, bleſſed and 
adorable Comforter. : 

To conclude? What learn we from the 
whole Subject ? 

1. That thoſe Objections, which are com- 
monly. brought againſt the Doctrines of Grace, 
and againſt the good old Church of England 
Doctrine of Prædeſtination in particular; as if 
thoſe Doctrines carried an Implication of 
Arbitrarineſs and Cruelty, and Injuſlice in God; 
all fall to the Ground, when we conſider how 
vaſt a Body of apoſtate Spirits, much our 
Superiors in natural Excellency, and of an 
incomparably higher Order than ourſelves, 
were permitted to fall ſtill lower than We, and- 
are ALL abſolutely paſſed by, or reprobated, 
without the Election of ſo much as One of them 
to eternal Bleſſedneſs. Thus God ſpared not the 
Angels that finned. No ſooner did they tranſgreſs, 
than their Puniſhment commenced ; and Satan, 
with his rebellious Hoſts, ſell, like Lightening, 
from Heaven, Luke x. 18. Now, it God could 
paſs by Millions and Millions of Angels, 
ſparing not one of the whole Number; who 
dares take Divine Sovereignty by the Throar, 
and ſay, concerning its Dealings with Men, 
* What doeſt thou?“ Has not the Potter Power 
over the Clay, to make, of the ſame Jump, one Veſjel 
unto Honor, and another to Diſhonor ? Rom. ix. 21. 
W he IN I 1 _— believe, that 
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enlightened into the Bible and Church of 
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Thouſands of thoſe, who at preſent are hot 


England Doctrine of Prædeſtination; nay, who 
look upon it as if it was a Jezebel, fit only to 
be thrown out of Window and trampled under Foot; 
1 hope the Time will come, when even theſe 
mall experience the Bleſſings with which God's 
electing Love is fraught. 

2. Bleſs the Trinity for 4: tinguiſing Grace 
Aſtoniſhing it 1s, that He, who is God by 
Nature, as being the everlaſting Son of the 
Father, ſhould, by Content of the two 
other divine Perſons, vouchſafe to take our 
Nature upon him, when he paſſed by the 202. 
el: ANnGELs, and left their Nature alone. Well 
might thoſe of the Elect, Unfallen Angels, 
who announced the Meſſiah's Birth, ſing, Glory 
to God in the higheſt, and on the EARTH Peact, 
Good-will to warde MEN: loſt, guilty, feeble, 
Hell-deſerving Men, to the Excluſion of revolted 
Seraphs! O Sinner, Sinner, who maketh ther to 
differ from another ? and what boaſt thau, which 
thou did not receive, 1 Cor. iv. 7. from the 


ſovereign diſcriminating Bounty of Free Grace? 


Men are taken, and Angels left! Nor does the 
Father of Spirits incur the leaſt Shadow of 
Injuſtice, by doing what He wills with his 
own; or by witholding from any of his Crea- 
tures, whether Angelic or Human, that Grace, 
Holineſs, and Happineſs, which be o ES 16 none. 
Are you or I unjuſt, in zo giving, to a Perſon, 

what 
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what we do not owe him? Surely, not. And 
is God unjuſt who taketh Vengeance ? God forbid. 
Rom. iii. 5, 6. O ye Potſheards of the Earth, 
who preſume to cavil at the Divine Drexxxs, 
ſtrive no longer againſt your Maker, nor madly 
run on the thick Boſſes of his Buckler! Remem- 
ber, that you are no more qualified to arraign 
the glorious Myſtery of Prædeſtination, and to 
comprehend the whole of God's Defigns, than 
the purblind Mole, peeping from the Top of 
its little Cavern, can ſurvey, judge, and pro- 
nounce of, the Univerſe at large. Fall down, 
therefore, at the Footſtool of the Omnipotent; 
and acknowledge, without Limitation or Re- 
ſerve (what thou wilt ſurely and clearly diſcern 
in a future State), that God is Boh in all bis Ways, 
and righteous in all his Works, Be content to 
know no more of his Motives and Purpoſes, 
than himſelf has condeſcended to reveal. 


* With trembling Pinions ſoar: 

e Wait the great Teacher, Death: and GON 
4 adore. | 

« Aſpiring to be Gods, if Angels fell; 

„ Aſpiring to be Angels, Men rebell.” 


3. If the Faith of the Devils is a Faith with- 
out Works; it follows, that ſuch Faith is unpro- 
fitable and dead, being fruitleſs and alone. For, 
as the Body, without the Soul, is dead; ſo Fait b. 
without Works, is dead alſo, Where there is 
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Life, there will always be ſome Degree of 
Motion. And the Believer who is truly ſuch, 
cannot help ſewing that he believes, by uin 
unto God, and by doing the Works which he 
enjoins. 

On the contrary, as a Body, literally dead, 
is totally motionleſs, and incapable of tranſacting 
any worldly Buſineſs; and its being in ſuch 
a State of abſolute Inactivity, convinces us 
that its Death is real, though it may ſtill retain 
the Shape and Ferm of a Man: ſo we may pro- 
nounce that Perſon to be ſpiritually and religrouſl 
dead, who is motionleſs and unafive in the Ways 
and Works of God; notwithſtaning ſuch Per- 


fon may profeſs to be alive, and among ſome 


may even have a Name to live. Faith without 
Holineſs, is no more Goſpel Faith, than an 
Image of Wood or Stone deſerves to be termed 
4 Man. 

4. I need not apprize you, that you are 
called upon, by the Voice of Providence, tq 
perform a good Work, this Afternoon. The 
barren Faith of Devils, I am perſuaded, will 
not ſatisfy you and me. We are for proving, 
by the good Works we do, that Grace is & 
lively, benevolent, operative Principle. 

Since the firſt Inſtitution of that parochial 
School, for which your Bounty is now ſolicited, 
no fewer than Five Hundred and Twenty-Seven 
young Perſons have been admitted. Of thoſe, 
One Hundred and Sixty have been apprenticed: 

| Fourteens 
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Fourteen, fitted for Sea-ſervice: and upwards 
of Three Hundred have gone to domeſtic Ser- 
yices, or been otherwiſe'decently provided for. 
On the preſent Eſtabliſhment, there are now 
Sixty Children, of both Sexes: who are main. 
tained and taught, chiefly by Means of thoſe 
yoluntary Contributions, which are raiſed, by 
good People, from Time to Time. Such of 
you, as are alive unto God through Jeſus Chriſt, 
need no Arguments, from the Pulpit, 10 ftir u 
your pure Minds, even by Way of Remembrance. 
You do not, you will not, you cannot, forget, 
that Chriſt has made the Poor his own Receivers 
General. I ſhould, therefore, be guilty of 
offering an Inſult to all your fine Feclings as 
Men and Chriſtians, ſhauld I preſs this Matter 
farther, by detaining you with Petitions and 
Remonſtrances. They, who poſſeſs a better Faith, 
than that of which the Text ſpeaks, will, as 
Lovers and Imitators of Chriſt, rejoice, while, 
and as often as, they have Opportunity, to do good 
unto all Men; and eſpecially, unto them, who are 
of the Houſbold of Faiab. 

You know not, but many of theſe young 
People, whom you are now going to aſſiſt 
(nay, All of them, for any Thing we can 
te]] ro the contrary), may have their Names 
in the Lamb's Book of Life; may be uſeful 
Members of Society, thivugh the Support 
afforded them; and, in the World to come, 
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through the free Grace of God, reign in Life 
everlaſting. | 

That They, and You their Benefactors, may, 
to all Eternity, ſing and rejoice together, 
aſcribing the whole of your Salvation to the 
Covenant Mercy of Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt; is my Heart's Deſire, and my Prayer to 
the Triune God. 
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